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Trump declares an Iranian's general's 'reign of terror' over

President Donald Trump delivers remarks on Iran, at his Mar-a-Lago property, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020, in Palm Beach, Fla. 
Associated Press 

By ZEKE MILLER, ROBERT 
BURNS and LOLITA C. BAL-
DOR 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump de-
clared Friday that a "reign 
of terror is over" as he 
marked the death of an 
Iranian general killed in a 
U.S. strike and as the Penta-
gon scrambled to reinforce 
the American military pres-
ence in the Middle East in 
preparation for reprisals.
Gen. Qassem Soleimani 
"made the death of inno-
cent people his sick pas-
sion," Trump said from his 
estate in Palm Beach, Flor-
ida, adding "a lot of lives 
would have been saved" 
if he'd been hunted down 
years ago.
The United States is send-
ing nearly 3,000 more Army 
troops to the Mideast in the 
volatile aftermath of the 
killing ordered by Trump, 
defense officials said. 
Also Friday, the Pentagon 
placed an Army brigade 
in Italy on alert to fly into 
Lebanon if needed to pro-
tect the American Embassy 
there, part of a series of mil-
itary moves to protect U.S. 
interests in the Middle East. 
Speaking on condition of 
anonymity, an official said 
the U.S. could send 130 to 
more than 700 troops to 
Beirut from Italy. The official 
was not authorized to be 

identified.
Reinforcements were or-
dered as U.S. officials said 
they had compelling intel-
ligence that Soleimani, the 
commander of Iran’s Quds 
Force who was killed in the 
U.S. strike, was planning a 
significant campaign of 
violence against the United 

States.
Officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to 
discuss a decision not yet 
announced by the Penta-
gon, said the new contin-
gent of troops is from the 
82nd Airborne Division at 
Fort Bragg, North Caro-
lina. They are in addition 

to about 700 soldiers from 
the 82nd Airborne who 
deployed to Kuwait earlier 
this week after the storming 
of the U.S. Embassy com-
pound in Baghdad by Iran-
backed militiamen and 
their supporters.
Trump said of Soleimani: 
“We take comfort in know-

ing that his reign of terror is 
over.”
But the dispatching of ex-
tra troops reflects concern 
about potential Iranian re-
taliatory action for the kill-
ing.

Continued on Next Page 
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Continued from Front
 It also runs counter to 
Trump's repeated push to 
extract the United States 
from Mideast conflicts. Prior 
to this week's troop deploy-
ments, the administration 
had sent 14,000 additional 
troops to the Mideast since 

May, when it first publicly 
claimed Iran was planning 
attacks on U.S. interests.
The reinforcements took 
shape as Trump gave his 
first comments on the strike, 
declaring that he ordered 
the killing of Soleimani be-
cause he had killed and 

wounded many Americans 
over the years and was 
plotting to kill many more. 
"He should have been tak-
en out many years ago," he 
added.
 The strike marked a major 
escalation in the conflict 
between Washington and 
Iran, as Iran vowed "harsh 
retaliation" for the killing 
of the senior military lead-
er. The two nations have 
faced repeated crises 
since Trump withdrew from 
the 2015 nuclear deal and 
imposed crippling sanc-
tions. 
The United States urged its 
citizens to leave Iraq "im-
mediately" as fears mount-
ed that the strike and any 
retaliation by Iran could ig-
nite a conflict that engulfs 
the region.
Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo defended the 
strike as "wholly lawful," say-
ing that Soleimani posed an 
"imminent" threat against 
the U.S. and its interests in 
the region.
"There was an imminent 

attack," Pompeo told Fox 
News. "The orchestrator, 
the primary motivator for 
the attack, was Qassem 
Soleimani."
The White House did not 
inform lawmakers before 
the strike. It was expected 
to give classified briefings 
to members of Congress 
and staff in the afternoon. 
Defense Secretary Mark Es-
per notified House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi of the strike 
shortly before the Penta-
gon confirmed it publicly. 
Pompeo called world lead-
ers Friday to explain and 
defend Trump's decision 
to order the airstrike that 
has sparked fears of an ex-
plosion of anti-American 
protests as well as more 
violence in the already un-
stable Middle East.
The State Department said 
Pompeo had spoken Friday 
with top officials in Afghani-
stan, Britain, China, France, 
Germany and Pakistan.
In his calls with the British 
and German foreign minis-
ters as well as China's state 

councilor, Pompeo stressed 
that Trump acted to coun-
ter an imminent threat to 
U.S. lives in the region but 
also that the U.S. is com-
mitted to "de-escalation" of 
tensions, according to the 
department's summaries of 
the conversations.
De-escalation was not 
mentioned in the depart-
ment's summary of his call 
with the French foreign 
minister, nor in his calls with 
Afghanistan's President 
Ashraf Ghani or the Paki-
stani military chief of staff. 
In those calls Pompeo "un-
derscored the Iranian re-
gime's destabilizing actions 
through the region and the 
Trump Administration's re-
solve in protecting Ameri-
can interests, personnel, 
facilities and partners," the 
department said.
Trump opted not to play a 
round of golf on Friday, and 
he was not expected to be 
seen publicly until he trav-
els to Miami for an after-
noon event for his reelec-
tion campaign.q

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo delivers a statement on Iraq 
and Syria, at President Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago property, 
Sunday, Dec. 29, 2019, in Palm Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Lawsuit: Pentagon withholding 
info from veterans' advocates
By BEN FINLEY 
Associated Press
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) — A 
veterans group said the 
Pentagon has stopped re-
leasing information that 
helps former service mem-
bers to contest less-than-
honorable discharges from 
the military. 
The Defense Department 
has been breaking the law 
since April, according to 
a lawsuit filed Thursday in 
federal court in Virginia by 
the National Veterans Le-
gal Services Program.
The group says it lacks ac-
cess to decisions made by 
military review boards. The 
boards grant or deny a vet-
eran's request to upgrade 
a less-than-honorable dis-
charge. Veterans' lawyers 

study those decisions in 
hopes of building success-
ful arguments for their cli-
ents. 
The lawsuit comes at a time 
of growing recognition that 
a less-than-honorable dis-
charge can stem from be-
haviors brought on by post-
traumatic stress disorder 
or traumatic brain injuries. 
Liberal consideration is sup-
posed to be given to vet-
erans with combat-related 
mental health conditions 
and to those who were sex-
ually assaulted while in the 
military. 
Lawyers and veterans' ad-
vocates "often look" at the 
past decisions of military 
review boards, said Bart 
Stichman, executive direc-
tor of the organization that 

filed the lawsuit. 
"These decisions are re-
dacted to protect privacy," 
he added. 
"You don't see the name of 
the veteran who has PTSD 
or other personal informa-
tion." 
Lisa Lawrence, a spokes-
woman for the Defense 
Department, said in an 
email that the military is "re-
viewing the complaint and 
will consult with the Depart-
ment of Justice on an ap-
propriate response to this 
lawsuit." 
Dana Montalto, a clinical 
instructor at Harvard Law 
School's Veterans Legal 
Clinic, backed up the law-
suit's claim that discharge 
decisions have not been 
available. q
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Ex-Maryland lawmaker sentenced to prison for misusing funds
By MICHAEL KUNZELMAN 
Associated Press
GREENBELT, Md. (AP) — A 
former Maryland state law-
maker was sentenced Fri-
day to six months in prison 
followed by two months of 
home detention for misus-
ing campaign funds for her 
personal benefit.
Tawanna Gaines, a Demo-
crat who had served in the 
Maryland House of Dele-
gates since 2001, also must 
pay $22,565 in restitution. 
Gaines, 67, of Berwyn 
Heights, pleaded guilty 
in October to one count 
of wire fraud. She faced 
a maximum sentence of 
20 years in prison, but fed-
eral sentencing guidelines 
called for a range of eight 
to 14 months. U.S. District 
Judge Theodore Chuang 
wasn't bound by those 
guidelines when he sen-
tenced Gaines, who must 
report to prison by Feb. 24.
Gaines told the judge that 
she didn't want other pub-
lic officials to be judged by 
her actions.
"I took my oath very serious-
ly, but I fell short," she said.
The judge said the prison 
sentence reflects a need 
to deter others, particularly 
public officials, from en-
gaging in "this type of cor-
rupt behavior." He called 
her crime a "lapse in judg-
ment" in an otherwise law-
abiding career.
"It may not have seemed 
like a big deal at the time, 
but it undermines our citi-
zens' faith in their democ-
racy," Chuang said.
Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Thomas Windom has said 
Gaines spent campaign 
money on personal ex-
penses including fast food, 
hair styling, dental work, 
a cover for her swimming 
pool and an Amazon Prime 
membership. The prosecu-
tor, who recommended 
an eight-month prison sen-
tence, said Gaines made 
more than 200 illegal with-
drawals of money over 
three years, but it added 
up to a relatively modest 
amount. "There doesn't ap-
pear to be a reason for it," 
he said. "The defendant 
does not lead an extrava-
gant lifestyle."
Gaines resigned days be-
fore she was charged in a 

criminal information. The 
Oct. 7 court filing accused 
Gaines of defrauding her 
campaign and its con-
tributors out of more than 
$22,000.
Since June 2002, Gaines 
had used a campaign 
committee called "Friends 
of Tawanna P. Gaines" to 
raise money for her po-
litical campaigns. It was a 
regulated state election 
campaign committee with 
a designated bank ac-
count. Separately, Gaines 
controlled a PayPal ac-
count for donations that 
weren't disclosed in state 
campaign finance filings, a 
court filing said.
Gaines, who was vice 
chair of the House Appro-
priations Committee, sub-
mitted her resignation to 
House Speaker Adrienne 
Jones on Oct. 4. Defense 
attorney William Brennan 
said the guilty plea also 
will cost Gaines her state 
pension. "She has always 
been a dedicated public 
servant," he said. "She was 
not out for personal politi-
cal gain."
Gov. Larry Hogan ap-
pointed a new delegate, 
attorney Nicole Williams, 
to replace Gaines and rep-
resent District 22 in Prince 
George's County.
Gaines' daughter and for-
mer campaign treasurer, 
Anitra Edmond, pleaded 
guilty in November to a re-
lated charge of wire fraud. 
Edmond is scheduled to be 
sentenced on Feb. 24. Ed-
mond also took campaign 
funds for her personal use 
and failed to disclose con-
tributions on state cam-
paign finance reports, ac-
cording to a court filing.
House Speaker Adrienne 
Jones told The Associated 
Press on Thursday that a 
measure banning a fam-
ily member from serving as 
a legislative candidate's 
campaign treasurer will be 
introduced.
Before the sentencing 
hearing, Gaines' attorney 
submitted more than a 
dozen "character letters" 
from her supporters, includ-
ing Jones. "I have always 
admired the way that, as 
important as her political 
life was, her family was al-
ways of paramount impor-

tance," Jones wrote.
Gaines' case marked the 

latest in a string of criminal 
charges against current or 

former state legislators in 
Maryland in recent years.q

Tawanna Gaines, a former Maryland delegate, arrives at the U.S. District Court in Greenbelt, Md., 
for a hearing, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020.

Associated Press
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McConnell and Pelosi give no signs 
of budging on impeachment
By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional Corre-
spondent
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con-
gress opened the new year 
with the Senate dead-
locked over President Don-
ald Trump's impeachment  
trial, leaving the proceed-
ings deeply in flux as Re-
publicans refuse to bend to 
Democratic demands for 
new witnesses.
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell showed 
no signs Friday of negotiat-
ing with the Democrats as 
he aims for Trump's swift ac-
quittal. At the same time, 
the Republican leader ac-
knowledged the Senate 
cannot begin the historic 
undertaking until House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi deliv-
ers the articles of impeach-
ment — which she is refus-
ing to do until he provides 
details on the trial's scope. 
Neither seems willing to 
budge. 
"Their turn is over," McCon-
nell said about the Demo-
cratic-led House. "It's the 
Senate's turn now to ren-
der sober judgment as the 
framers intended."
Pelosi responded that Mc-
Connell's stance "made 
clear that he will feebly 
comply with President 
Trump's cover-up of his 
abuses of power and be 
an accomplice to that 
cover-up." 
The House and Senate 
gaveled in for brief sessions 
Friday with the sudden cri-
sis in the Middle East  only 
adding to the uncertainty 
about how lawmakers 
will proceed with the im-
peachment trial, only the 
third in U.S. history.
Trump was impeached last 
month by the House on 
charges that he abused 
power and obstructed 
Congress in his dealings 
with Ukraine. Trump with-
held nearly $400 million in 
military aid for Ukraine, an 
Eastern European ally that 
depends on U.S. support to 
counter Russia, after asking 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skiy to publicly announce 
an investigation into Trump 
rival Joe Biden. The aid was 
ultimately released after 
Congress objected. 

Democrats believe their 
demands for witnesses are 
bolstered by new reports 
about Trump's decision to 
withhold the aid and un-
ease among some GOP 
senators over the situation. 
"The American people de-
serve the truth," Pelosi said 
in a statement. "Every Sen-
ator now faces a choice: 
to be loyal to the President 
or the Constitution."
McConnell has said the trial 
should start and then sena-
tors can decide the scope.  
Acquittal seems likely in the 
Senate because Republi-
cans hold a 53-47 seat ma-
jority and it takes two thirds 
of the Senate to convict. 
But McConnell's leverage 
is limited during the trial. 
Either side needs to reach 
just a 51-vote threshold to 
call witnesses or seek doc-
uments, which could politi-
cally test some senators.
As he opened the cham-
ber Friday, McConnell criti-
cized House Democrats as 
having engineered a "slap-
dash" impeachment that 
was the "most rushed, least 
fair" in history, only to now 
forcibly postpone the pro-
ceedings while they seek 
more information. 
The GOP leader did not 
defend or criticize the 
president's actions toward 
Ukraine. But he invoked the 
Founding Fathers' vision of 
the slower-moving Senate 
as "an institution that could 
stop momentary hysteria 
and partisan passions."
Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer also drew 
on the founders to pressure 
Republican senators not 
to fall lockstep in line with 
Trump, as they typically do, 
but fulfill their role as jurors.
"The vital question, of 
whether or not we have a 
fair trial, ultimately rests with 
a majority of the senators 
in this chamber,'' Schumer 
said. He is pressing to hear 
testimony from at least 
four new witnesses, all of 
whom refused to appear 
in the House proceedings 
before the House voted to 
impeach Trump last month. 
"We need the whole truth," 
Schumer said. McConnell, 
he said, has been unable 
to make "one single argu-

ment" against having wit-
nesses and documents in 
the trial.
Two Republican senators, 
Lisa Murkowski and Susan 
Collins, have indicated 
they were open to hearing 
from more witnesses and 
registered their concerns 
about McConnell's claim 
that he was working closely 
with the White House on the 
format for the trial. Senators 
up for re-election in 2020 
will face particular pressure 
over their votes.
Trump wants not only ac-
quittal in the trial but also 
vindication from his GOP 
allies.
The witnesses that Senate 
Democrats want to call re-
fused to testify in the House 
proceedings under orders 
from the White House. They 
are Trump's former nation-
al security adviser John 
Bolton, acting chief of staff 
Mick Mulvaney and two 
other officials who were di-
rectly involved with Trump's 
decision to withhold the mil-
itary assistance for Ukraine . 
Republicans, in turn, could 
try to hear from Biden or 
his son, Hunter Biden, who 
worked for an energy com-
pany in Ukraine while his fa-
ther was vice president.
More information keeps 
flowing. A federal judge on 
Friday allowed a Rudy Giu-
liani associate indicted on 
campaign finance charg-
es, Lev Parnas, to turn over 
documents to Congress as 
part of the impeachment 
proceeding. Parnas and 
another man, Igor Fruman, 
played key roles in efforts 
by Giuliani, Trump's per-
sonal lawyer, to launch a 
Ukrainian corruption inves-
tigation against Democrat-
ic presidential candidate 
Biden.
McConnell showed no 
signs of deviating from his 
opening stance. He de-
fended his earlier remarks 
in which he said he would 
not be an ''impartial juror" 
in the trial and stuck with his 
plan to follow the process 
used during Bill Clinton's im-
peachment, in which the 
trial was convened and 
then votes were taken to 
decide if additional wit-
nesses were needed.q

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., speaks on the 
Senate floor, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020 at the Capitol in Washington. 

Associated Press
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Mississippi prison chief says 4 of 5 killings done by gangs
By JEFF AMY 
Associated Press
Mississippi's outgoing pris-
ons chief said Friday that 
at least some of the five kill-
ings of inmates since Sun-
day stem from gang vio-
lence, as guards struggle to 
maintain control of restive 
inmates.
"These are trying times for 
the Mississippi Department 
of Corrections," Commis-
sioner Pelicia Hall said in a 
statement Friday, hours af-
ter an inmate was found 
stabbed to death in his cell 
at the Mississippi State Peni-
tentiary at Parchman.
Denorris Howell, 36, was 
found before 3 a.m. in his 
cell, covered in blood with 
a neck wound, becoming 
the fifth to die since vio-
lence erupted Sunday with 
a stabbing at South Missis-
sippi Correctional Institute 
in Leakesville. 
Prison leaders are calling 
the gang fights "major dis-
turbances," but Burton calls 
what's going on at Parch-
man "gang-related riots."
Hall said investigators be-
lieve only four of the five 
deaths are gang-related. 
The department didn't im-
mediately say which death 
was not. 
She said the department 
won't confirm the names 
of the gangs "for security 
purposes," but relatives of 
inmates who spoke to The 
Associated Press and other 
news outlets say there's an 
ongoing confrontation be-
tween the Vice Lords and 
Black Gangster Disciples. 
It wouldn't be the first time 
that the two gangs have 
warred behind bars in Mis-
sissippi, with previous con-
frontations at Parchman 
and other prisons over the 
past 15 years. A 2015 survey 
found nearly 3,000 Black 
Gangster Disciple mem-
bers and nearly 2,000 Vice 
Lords in prisons statewide.
All state prisons statewide 
remained locked down Fri-
day, confining inmates to 
cells and blocking visitors.
Besides Howell, Terran-
dance Dobbins, 40, was 
killed Sunday at South Mis-
sissippi. Walter Gates, 25, 
was stabbed and several 
other inmates were injured 
Tuesday at Parchman dur-
ing a fight that spread to 

multiple units of the sprawl-
ing prison. Then on Thurs-
day, Gregory Emary, 26, 
was killed at the Chickasaw 
County Regional Correc-
tional Facility, a county-run 
jail that holds state inmates. 
Also Thursday, 32-year-old 
Roosevelt Holliman was fa-
tally stabbed at Parchman 
in a fracas that led to mul-
tiple injuries.
Corrections officials have 
refused so far to say how 
many people overall have 
been injured, or whether 
there have been other vio-
lent incidents in prisons.
Candice Dobbins, the sis-
ter of Terrandance Dob-
bins, said she's been told 
violence began spreading 
after her brother's death
"Now they're going to war," 
she told the Clarion Ledger 
of Jackson.
Candice Dobbins said she 
first learned of her brother's 
death after a stranger who 
has a relative in a Mississippi 
prison phoned her. 
She said state officials later 
confirmed the death, but 
have answered no ques-
tions, leaving her to try to 
glean information from in-
mates.
Terrandance Dobbins was 
originally sentenced to 
life for a killing in Adams 
County, and later was sen-
tenced to more time after 
an assault on another pris-
oner at Parchman.
Dobbins said she had been 
trying to get her brother 
transferred, saying he felt 
unsafe at South Mississippi.
"Really the prisoners run the 

facilities," Dobbins said. "I 
know guards have to talk 
with inmates to keep con-
trol of other inmates."
The violence has left rela-
tives of prisoners terrified, 
trying to find out whether 
loved ones are safe. Sonya 
Young told the AP that her 
son has been hospitalized 
at Parchman since Dec. 23, 
but said she has "no idea 
why."
"No one is answering the 
phones and the website 
states that they cannot 
give out any information," 
she wrote in an email.
Barbarella Ann Isom's twin 
sons are serving 20 years 
apiece on armed robbery 
convictions. One is at South 
Mississippi and one is at 
Parchman.
"I wish he would be trans-
ferred somewhere else," 
she said of the son at 
Parchman. "I know he has 
to do his time, but I'm afraid 
for his life."
Mississippi's prison system 
has struggled to fill guard 
vacancies, with Hall say-
ing it's difficult to attract 
people with salaries that 
start below $25,000 a year. 
Some guards end up bring-
ing illegal drugs and cell 
phones into prisons. Crimi-
nal charges were filed in 
2014 against 26 state cor-
rectional officers.
Some prisons, including 
South Mississippi, have ar-
eas where many prison-
ers are housed in bunks in 
one large room, instead 
of individual cells. This can 
lead to worsened security 

problems. South Mississip-
pi, in Greene County, was 
locked down for almost all 
of 2019, in part because of 
guard shortages.
Hall announced Tuesday 
that she will resign in mid-
January to take a private 

sector job, signaling incom-
ing Gov. Tate Reeves won't 
retain her upon taking of-
fice Jan. 14. 
Reeves tweeted Friday 
that he'd been briefed and 
that the first priority was "to 
restore order and safety," 
followed by an investiga-
tion and "justice" for those 
who committed violence. 
"Any loss of life is tragic and 
must be addressed," he 
said, adding "there is much 
work to be done in our cor-
rectional system."
Outgoing Gov. Phil Bry-
ant was on a family vaca-
tion, U.S. Sen. Roger Wicker 
told reporters Friday. The 
violence came even as 
U.S. District Judge William 
Barbour ruled Tuesday 
that while conditions may 
have previously been poor 
at East Mississippi Correc-
tional Facility near Merid-
ian, there's no longer any 
evidence that the privately 
run prison is violating in-
mates' rights.q

In this May 19, 2010, file photograph, traffic moves past the front of the Mississippi State Penitentiary 
in Parchman, Miss. 
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Missouri River power 
from upstream dams 
increases in 2019
By JAMES MacPHERSON 
Associated Press
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 
The wet weather that 
caused so many flood-
ing problems around the 
Midwest in 2019 had one 
small silver lining: electric 
generation from the Mis-
souri River’s six upstream 
dams was up 5.6 percent, 
federal officials said.
It was the first time this 
century that the river had 
back-to-back years pro-
ducing surplus power, 
which is good news for 
consumers. The Western 
Area Power Administra-
tion relies on energy from 
the dams for the power it 
sells and must buy elec-
tricity on the open mar-
ket in years when hydro-
power is underperforming 
— a cost that eventually 
is passed to ratepayers. 
The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, which man-
ages dams and reservoirs 
along the 2,341-mile river, 
said energy production 
from the dams in the 

Dakotas, Montana and 
Nebraska was 13 billion 
kilowatt hours last year, 
up from 12.3 billion in 
2018 and more than 38 
percent above the long-
term average. The WAPA 
buys and sells power from 
56 hydropower plants 
around the nation. The 
Missouri River dams are 
its second-largest pro-
ducer of energy that is 
then sold to rural electric 
cooperatives, municipal 
utilities, Indian tribes and 
other customers. Drought 
years caused by shallow 
river levels forced WAPA 
to spend more than 
$1.7 billion since 2000 to 
fulfill contracts, includ-
ing $28.3 million in 2017.
WAPA spokeswoman 
Lisa Meiman said the 
agency was able to sell 
at least $40 million in ex-
cess power over the past 
two years to help offset 
those losses.“Generation 
was above average for 
the past two years,” she 
said.q
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Methodists propose split in gay marriage, clergy impasse

By TRAVIS LOLLER and GARY 
FIELDS 
Associated Press
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — 
United Methodist Church 
leaders from around the 
world and across ideologi-
cal divides unveiled a plan 
Friday for a new conser-
vative denomination that 
would split from the church 
in an attempt to resolve a 
decades-long dispute over 
gay marriage and gay cler-
gy. 
The proposal, called "A 
Protocol of Reconciliation 
& Grace Through Separa-
tion," envisions an amicable 
separation in which conser-
vative churches forming a 
new denomination would 
retain their assets. The new 
denomination also would 
receive $25 million. 
The proposal was signed in 
December by a 16-mem-
ber panel, who worked 
with a mediator and be-
gan meeting in October. 
The panel was formed af-
ter it became clear the 

impasse over LGBTQ issues 
was irreconcilable. The 
next step could come at 
the church's General Con-
ference in May. 
Methodist Bishop Karen 
Oliveto, the denomination's 
first openly gay bishop, 
said the United Method-
ist Church leadership "was 
clearly at a point in which 
we couldn't agree to dis-
agree" over same-sex rela-
tionships. "I'm actually really 
sad that we couldn't build 
a bridge that could have 
provided a witness to the 
world of what unity amid 
diversity and disagreement 
could look like." Oliveto was 
challenged by the denomi-
nation's highest court, the 
Judicial Council, in 2016 
when it declared that the 
bishop's consecration "was 
incompatible with church 
law." 
However, Oliveto was al-
lowed to remain as the resi-
dent bishop of the Moun-
tain Sky Conference, which 
includes United Method-

ist churches in Colorado, 
Montana, Utah, Wyoming 
and a section of Idaho. 
Asked what a post-separa-
tion world looks like for the 
church to move forward, 
Oliveto said, "We are no 
longer using LGBTQ people 
as scapegoats." 
Members of the 13-million-
person denomination have 
been at odds for years over 
the issue, with members in 
the United States leading 
the call for full inclusion for 
LGBTQ people. 
The rift widened last year 
when delegates meeting in 
St. Louis voted 438-384 for a 
proposal called the Tradi-
tional Plan, which affirmed 
bans on LGBTQ-inclusive 
practices. A majority of 
U.S.-based delegates op-
posed that plan but were 
outvoted by U.S. conser-
vatives teamed with del-
egates from Methodist 
strongholds in Africa and 
the Philippines. 
Methodists in favor of al-
lowing gay clergy and gay 

marriage vowed to contin-
ue fighting. Meanwhile the 
Wesleyan Covenant Asso-
ciation, representing tradi-
tional Methodist practice, 
had already been prepar-
ing for a possible separa-
tion. 
Concern over the future of 
the church pushed mem-
bers, led by Bishop John 
Yambasu of Sierra Leone, 
to convene a group to 
share ideas across the 
theological spectrum.
New York Bishop Thomas 
Bickerton said that turned 
into the final panel, made 
up of moderates, progres-
sives and traditionalists 
from Africa, Europe, the 
Philippines and the United 
States. 
Bickerton, who heads 438 
Methodist churches in New 
York, said while he thinks 
it is an amicable solution, 
"there is a degree of heart-
break within me because 
I never thought we would 
reach this point. However, 
we are at this point. The dif-

ferences are irreconcilable. 
This is inevitable." 
The Rev. Keith Boyette, 
president of the Wesleyan 
Covenant Association and 
one of 16 people on the 
mediation team that de-
veloped and signed the 
separation proposal, said 
he is "very hopeful" the plan 
will be approved. 
This is the first time that "re-
spected leaders of groups 
from every constituency" 
have come together to 
form a plan, he said. "And 
this is the first time that bish-
ops of the church have 
signed on to an agreement 
like this." 
While other mainline Prot-
estant denominations have 
embraced gay-friend-
ly practices, the United 
Methodist Church has not, 
though acts of defiance 
by pro-LGBTQ clergy have 
multiplied. Many have 
performed same-sex wed-
dings; others have come 
out as gay or lesbian from 
the pulpit.
Texas Bishop Scott J. Jones 
praised the panel for its 
contribution to the ongoing 
discussions about human 
sexuality but "it should be 
emphasized that a state-
ment by 16 leaders does 
not necessarily mean that 
its provisions will be adopt-
ed." 
"The Protocol itself says it 
was developed in service 
to the General Conference 
delegates who will decide 
on its adoption or amend-
ment. Other plans may well 
be considered as alterna-
tives," he said in a state-
ment. 
"Significant questions re-
main to be answered 
about the Protocol's imple-
mentation. The Judicial 
Council will need to rule on 
its constitutionality. The fea-
sibility of its financial provi-
sions must also be evalu-
ated." 
Bickerton said it is unclear 
how many members will be 
lost if the proposal moves 
forward. "I am sure we will 
lose a certain percentage. 
We anticipate that," he 
said. Ït's time for us to get 
back to the ministry and 
mission of the church. It's 
time for us to get back to 
the ministry and mission of 
the church."q 

In this April 19, 2019, file photo, a gay pride rainbow flag flies along with the U.S. flag in front of the Asbury United Methodist Church 
in Prairie Village, Kan.

Associated Press
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$10
New York education 
official charged 
with child sex crime
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Federal 
prosecutors in Wisconsin 
have accused a high-rank-
ing New York City educa-
tion official of swapping 
online messages with an 
undercover police officer 
posing as a 14-year-old 
boy and reserving a whirl-
pool suite for a sexual en-
counter with him. 
David Hay, 39, was ar-
rested Sunday at Milwau-
kee's General Mitchell In-
ternational Airport. He was 
charged Thursday with 
child enticement and pos-
session of child pornogra-
phy. Online federal court 
records didn't list an at-
torney for Hay as of early 
Friday afternoon. He was 
scheduled for an initial ap-
pearance in federal court 
in Green Bay later in the 
day. Hay, of Brooklyn, New 
York, was serving as dep-
uty chief of staff for Rich-
ard Carranza, the schools 
chancellor for New York 
City's Department of Edu-
cation, when he was ar-
rested. The New York City 
Department of Education 
fired Hay following his ar-
rest.
Matthew Krueger, the U.S. 
attorney for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Wisconsin, said in a 
statement Friday that Hay 
began corresponding in 
July on a dating app with 
someone he believed was 
a 14-year-old boy living in 
Neenah, Wisconsin. That 
person was actually an un-
dercover police investiga-
tor. 
 Hay and the investiga-
tor traded sexually explicit 
conversations for months 
and made plans to meet 
for sex, according to court 
documents unsealed Fri-
day.
Hay eventually reserved a 

whirlpool suite at a Neenah 
hotel for an encounter with 
the boy on Saturday night. 
He canceled the meeting 
at the last minute, howev-
er, messaging the investi-
gator, who was still posing 
as the boy, that his mother 
had fallen down the stairs 
and that he was sched-
uled to fly out of the state 
on Sunday.
A search of Hay's phone 
revealed sexually explicit 
images of a former Tomah, 
Wisconsin, high school stu-
dent, according to court 
documents and the U.S. 
attorney's statement. Hay 
served as principal at 
Tomah High School from 
2011 to 2014. Prior to that 
he was an administrator at 
Kettle Moraine High School 
in southeastern Wisconsin.
Hay faces between 10 
years and life in prison if 
he's convicted of facilitat-
ing a child sex crime. He 
faces up to 10 years be-
hind bars if he's convicted 
of the child pornography 
count.q

This undated photo provided 
by Winnebago, Wis., County 
Sheriff's Office shows David 
Hay. 

Associated Press 

Shelby County, Tenn., Mayor Lee Harris, seated at desk, holds up a letter reaffirming Tennessee's 
largest county's commitment to keep resettling refugees on Friday, Jan. 3, 2020, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press

Tennessee's largest county 
to keep welcoming refugees
ADRIAN SAINZ 
Associated Press
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — The 
mayor of Tennessee's larg-
est county on Friday reaf-
firmed its commitment to 
welcome refugees, amid 
a drop in the number of 
people who are coming to 
the Memphis area as they 
flee persecution and war in 
other countries.
Shelby County Mayor Lee 
Harris held a ceremonial 
signing of a letter he sent to 
U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo last month stating 
the county's desire to keep 
welcoming refugees from 
the around the world who, 
as Harris' letter says, "em-
bark on arduous and peril-
ous journeys to find safety."
"We have a moral duty to 
help those in need, those in 
dire circumstances," Harris 
said during a news confer-
ence at his office in down-
town Memphis.
The commitment by Harris, 

a Democrat, follows Re-
publican Tennessee Gov. 
Bill Lee's decision to contin-
ue to resettle refugees. Last 
month, Lee rejected the 
option offered to states by 
President Donald Trump's 
administration to stop refu-
gee resettlement.
In Tennessee, Nashville, 
Knoxville, Chattanooga 
also have said that they 
want to keep accepting 
refugees.
In September, Trump 
slashed the number of refu-
gees allowed into the U.S. 
and authorized state and 
local governments  to re-
fuse to accept them. An 
executive order says that if 
a state or a locality has not 
consented to receive refu-
gees under the State De-
partment's Reception and 
Placement Program, then 
refugees should not be re-
settled within the state or 
locality unless the secretary 
of state decides otherwise.

Trump's order lets local 
governments decide on 
refugee resettlement if the 
state opts in.
Last year, only 44 refugees 
settled in Shelby Coun-
ty, the state's largest by 
population, said World Re-
lief Memphis Director P.J. 
Moore. 
That number was down 
from 56 in 2018, Moore said. 
The county can handle up 
to 400 refugees per year, 
he said.
World Relief Memphis 
teams with local religious 
and community groups to 
resettle refugees. 
Moore called the decrease 
in refugees a "dramatic 
dropoff" that can be attrib-
uted to policies coming out 
of Washington. Trump has 
signed off on a plan that 
continues a dramatic drop 
in the number of refugees 
taken in by the U.S. to no 
more than 18,000 in fiscal 
year 2020. q
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'A more dangerous world': US killing triggers global alarm
By JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press
PARIS (AP) — Global pow-
ers warned Friday that the 
American  airstrike  respon-
sible for killing Iran's top 
general made the world 
more dangerous and that 
escalation could set the 
entire Mideast aflame. 
Some U.S. allies suggested 
Iran shared in the blame by 
provoking the attack.
The deaths of Gen. Qas-
sem Soleimani and associ-
ates drew immediate cries 
for revenge from Tehran 
and a chorus of appeals 
from other countries for re-
duced tensions between 
Iran and the United States. 
As U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo called world 
capitals to defend the at-
tack, diplomats scrambled 
to chart a way forward.
"A further escalation that 
sets the whole region on 
fire needs to be prevent-
ed," German Foreign Min-
ister Heiko Maas said. He 
said he told Pompeo that 
the strike had not "made it 
easier to reduce tensions." 
But Maas also noted that 
the assault "followed a se-
ries of dangerous Iranian 
provocations."
The White House justified 
the killings with a tweet al-
leging that Soleimani "was 
actively developing plans 
to attack American dip-
lomats and service mem-
bers in Iraq and throughout 
the region." The 62-year-

old led Iran's elite Quds 
Force, which undertakes 
the country's foreign cam-
paigns. Iranian state TV 
reported that 10 people 
were killed in the airstrike 
near Baghdad's airport.
"He should have been tak-
en out many years ago!" 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump tweeted.
Oil prices surged as inves-
tors fretted  about Mid-
east stability. Saudi Arabia, 
Iran's top rival in the region, 
urged restraint and called 
on the international com-
munity "to ensure the stabil-
ity of such a vital region to 
the entire world."

Social media flooded with 
alarm. Twitter users mor-
bidly turned "WWIII" into the 
top trending term world-
wide.
"We are waking up in a 
more dangerous world. 
Military escalation is always 
dangerous," France's depu-
ty minister for foreign affairs, 
Amelie de Montchalin, told 
RTL radio.
Russia characterized the 
killings as "fraught with se-
rious consequences." For-
eign Ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova suggest-
ed that Trump ordered the 
strike with one eye on his re-
election campaign.

"The U.S. military were act-
ing on orders of U.S. politi-
cians. Everyone should re-
member and understand 
that U.S. politicians have 
their interests, considering 
that this year is an election 
year," Zakharova said in a 
TV interview.
His election opponents 
characterized Trump as 
reckless. Democratic presi-
dential candidate Joe 
Biden said the president 
"tossed a stick of dynamite 
into a tinderbox."
China described itself as 
"highly concerned" and 
urged all parties "especially 
the United States, to main-

tain calm and restraint and 
avoid further escalation of 
tensions." U.S. allies Britain, 
Germany and Canada 
suggested that Iran bore 
some responsibility for the 
confrontation. German 
government spokeswoman 
Ulrike Demmer described 
the strike as "a reaction to 
a whole series of military 
provocations." She pointed 
to attacks on tankers and 
a Saudi oil facility, among 
other events.
"We are at a dangerous es-
calation point," she said.
The British foreign secre-
tary, Dominic Raab, said his 
government had "always 
recognized the aggressive 
threat posed by the Iranian 
Quds force." Following So-
leimani's death, "we urge 
all parties to de-escalate," 
he said. "Further conflict is 
in none of our interests."
Canadian Foreign Minister 
Francois-Philippe Cham-
pagne said Soleimani's "ag-
gressive actions have had 
a destabilizing effect in the 
region and beyond."
There were warnings the 
killing could set back efforts 
to stamp out remnants of 
the Islamic State group.
A top European Union of-
ficial, Charles Michel, said 
"the risk is a generalized 
flare-up of violence in the 
whole region and the rise 
of obscure forces of ter-
rorism that thrive at times 
of religious and nationalist 
tensions." q

North Macedonia's PM resigns, 
caretaker government elected

Associated Press
SKOPJE, North Macedonia 
(AP) — North Macedonia's 

parliament on Friday ap-
proved a new caretaker 
government under the 

country's former interior 
minister, after Zoran Zaev 
resigned as prime minis-
ter ahead of previously 
agreed early elections on 
April 12. 
Under a deal made by 
major political parties, the 
caretaker government will 
be headed by Oliver Spa-
sovski, who served in Zaev's 
center-left administration.
Zaev had announced the 
early election noting his "dis-
appointment and outrage" 
at the European Union's 
failure to start membership 
talks with North Macedonia 
and fellow Balkan nation 
Albania last year. 

North Macedonia had pre-
viously agreed — under 
intense pressure from the 
EU — to sign a historic deal 
that normalized relations 
with neighboring Greece, 
and had believed that 
membership talks would go 
ahead.
But France, supported by 
Denmark and the Neth-
erlands, strongly opposed 
membership talks, calling 
for an overhaul of the EU's 
procedures for admitting 
new members. Zaev had 
staked his political future 
on the 2018 agreement 
with Greece that changed 
the country's name from 

Macedonia, settling a de-
cades-long dispute.
Greece considered that 
the name "Macedonia" 
was an attempt to steal its 
own Macedonian heritage 
and might imply territo-
rial designs on its northern 
province of Macedonia. In-
cluded in the accord was a 
statement that the current 
state of Macedonia and 
the ancient Greek king-
dom of Macedonia are un-
related.
The agreement was rati-
fied despite heavy criticism 
by opposition parties and 
hardline nationalists in both 
countries.q

Oliver Spasovski, the new prime minister of the caretaker 
government, greets the lawmakers after the parliament voted 
in favor on a session in Skopje, North Macedonia, Friday, Jan. 
3, 2020. 

Associated Press

Pakistani Shiite Muslims demonstrate over the U.S. airstrike in Iraq that killed Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani, near the U.S. Consulate in Lahore, Pakistan, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020.

Associated Press
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Uncharted Brexit waters: UK's Boris Johnson faces 2020 tests
By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press
LONDON (AP) — After a 
remarkable political turn-
around, Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson is on the verge 
of taking Britain out of the 
European Union with the 
enthusiastic support of a 
strong majority in Parlia-
ment.
After suffering a string of 
parliamentary defeats over 
Brexit — plus the ignominy 
of being told by Britain's 
Supreme Court that his sus-
pension of Parliament last 
year was unlawful —John-
son cruised to victory in the 
country's Dec. 12 election 
and finally got his landmark 
Brexit bill passed before 
Christmas.
Expectations for the com-
ing year are high, fueled 
by Johnson's upbeat ap-
proach. He promised in his 
New Year's message that 
resolving the Brexit stale-
mate means Britain "can 
start a new chapter in the 
history of our country, in 
which we come together 
and move forward united, 
unleashing the enormous 
potential of the British peo-
ple."
He pledged to "work my 
socks off" to unite the coun-
try. The message was pre-
recorded; Johnson spent 
the holiday on the Carib-
bean island of Mustique 
with girlfriend Carrie Sy-
monds.
Johnson's predecessor, for-
mer Prime Minister Theresa 
May, was stung by repeat-
ed rebukes from a hostile 
Parliament. Johnson, how-
ever, is in a much stron-
ger position with a healthy 
Conservative Party majority 
in the House of Commons 

after the election that he 
called two years early.
When Johnson's tenure at 
10 Downing Street began in 
July with a series of defeats 
in Parliament, many ob-
servers said he likely would 
have the shortest reign of 
any recent prime minister. 
Instead, he has won a five-
year term and left the main 
opposition Labour Party in 
near-total disarray.
With Parliament remade in 
his image, Johnson expects 
to split Britain off from the 
27 other EU nations on Jan. 
31, becoming the first na-
tion ever to leave the bloc. 
Then the truly difficult part 
begins as Britain launches 
contentious trade talks that 
will define its new relation-
ship with Europe, its key 
trading partner.
Momentous changes are 
coming, but the immedi-

ate impact of Britain's de-
parture will be blunted be-
cause of a yearlong transi-
tion period. There will still be 
unfettered trade between 
Britain and the EU and the 
free movement of people 
throughout 2020.
He faces outright hostil-
ity from Scotland's leader, 
whose region wanted to 
stay in the EU, and ques-
tions about whether Brexit 
may nudge U.K. member 
Northern Ireland closer to 
the Republic of Ireland and 
threaten its status as part of 
the U.K.
There is intense time pres-
sure on the EU trade talks, 
which must conclude by 
the end of 2020 unless both 
sides agree on an exten-
sion by the end of June. 
That is an option Johnson 
has ruled out, raising once 
again the prospect that 

Britain might sever all EU 
ties without a new deal in 
place. Economists say such 
a "no-deal" Brexit would 
sabotage Britain's econo-
my.
Most trade talks take much 
longer than one year to 
complete. These particular 
negotiations are unusually 
fraught because of uncer-
tainty surrounding how 
trade between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland will be 
governed once the U.K. is 
no longer part of the EU.
There have been persis-
tent warnings that impos-
ing new trade barriers and 
tariffs could jeopardize 
the gains brought about 
by Northern Ireland's 1998 
Good Friday peace deal 
and rekindle the violence 
there that has been largely 
dormant for two decades.
Brexit may nudge Northern 

Ireland toward uniting with 
Ireland by keeping North-
ern Ireland closely bound 
to Ireland in trade terms 
and imposing new paper-
work that would slow trade 
between Northern Ireland 
and mainland Britain.
Johnson also faces a Brexit-
fueled confrontation with 
Scottish First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon that poses anoth-
er threat to the U.K.'s unity. 
Sturgeon and her Scottish 
National Party are lobby-
ing hard for a second inde-
pendence referendum on 
whether Scotland should 
remain in the U.K. or strike its 
own path as an indepen-
dent country.
Sturgeon argues that since 
Scottish voters rejected 
Brexit in the 2016 refer-
endum Scotland is being 
"dragged out of the EU 
against its will" and should 
be given the chance to 
opt for independence, 
even though the prospect 
was voted down in 2014.
Johnson's larger-than-
expected margin of vic-
tory and his Conservatives' 
strong performance in tra-
ditional working-class La-
bour Party strongholds in 
northern and central Eng-
land give him a chance 
to consolidate power. The 
Conservatives now have 
365 seats in the 650-seat 
Parliament to Labour's 202.
It is not clear yet whether 
Johnson will navigate a shift 
to the center, patching to-
gether a deal that keeps 
the EU trading relationship 
as open as possible, or 
whether he will continue 
to court the Conservatives' 
hard-Brexit wing, which is 
ready for an abrupt rupture 
with Europe. q

In this file photo dated Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019, a British flag, right, and England's red cross, fly in 
front of the Houses of Parliament in London.

Associated Press



WORLD NEWSSaturday 4 January 2020
A10

Messy start: Croatia to elect new leader amid EU presidency
By DARKO BANDIC 
Associated Press
ZAGREB, Croatia (AP) — 
Croatia’s bitterly contested 
presidential race is headed 
for a runoff this weekend 
to decide whether a con-
servative or a liberal will 
become the new head 
of state while the country 
holds the European Union 
presidency for the first time. 
Incumbent President Kolin-
da Grabar Kitarovic from 
the governing conservative 
party is facing leftist former 
Prime Minister Zoran Mila-
novic in what analysts say 
could be a highly unpre-
dictable and tight vote on 
Sunday.
The two made it into the 
runoff following the first 
round of voting on Dec. 
22. Milanovic had a slight 
lead over Grabar Kitarovic, 
but opinion polls suggest 
there’s no clear favorite.
Here’s a look at what’s at 
stake at the ballot:
THE PRESIDENT’S ROLE IN 
CROATIA
It is a largely ceremonial 
post compared to the 
prime minister, who holds 
more actual power, yet the 
president still formally com-
mands the army and repre-
sents the country abroad. 
However, the president is 
chosen in a direct public 
vote, which gives the head 
of state additional political 
weight and a important 
voice on key topics in soci-
ety. 
WHY IS SUNDAY’S VOTE IM-
PORTANT?
This presidential election 

is important because it 
could shake up the political 
scene in Croatia during a 
crucial EU presidency that 
will include presiding over 
Britain’s departure from the 
bloc and the start of post-
Brexit trade negotiations. 
The EU presidency rotates 
among the bloc’s 28 mem-
bers every six months, and 
since Croatia only joined 
the EU in 2013, this is the 
country’s first time at the 
helm.
The vote also is a test for 
the ruling Croatian Demo-
cratic Union party ahead 
of this year’s parliamentary 
election. An opposition vic-
tory on Sunday from Croa-

tia’s 3.8 million voters would 
be a blow for the conserva-
tives, weakening their grip 
on power. Croatia took 
over the EU presidency on 
Jan 1. The European Com-
mission members will visit 
Zagreb on Jan. 9.
WHAT DID THE FIRST ROUND 
LOOK LIKE?
Milanovic came out ahead 
after the first round of bal-
loting, trailed by Grabar 
Kitarovic and right-wing 
singer Miroslav Skoro, who 
garnered nearly a quarter 
of the vote with his anti-
establishment, nationalist 
campaign.
It’s not clear how Skoro’s 
support will distribute in the 

runoff. He has not backed 
any of the candidates and 
vowed to render his own 
ballot void on Sunday. 
Analysts say Skoro’s votes 
could go both ways, al-
though Grabar Kitarovic is 
ideologically closer. 
WHO IS RUNNING?
The 51-year-old, U.S.-ed-
ucated Grabar Kitarovic 
had a diplomatic career 
before becoming Croa-
tia’s first female president 
in 2015. She has sought to 
portray herself as a pan-
national figure who relates 
to all Croats, but has raised 
eyebrows for flirting with 
the extreme right. 
In a bid to lure Skoro’s 

right-wing voters, Grabar 
Kitarovic evoked the Croa-
tian unity during the 1991-
95 war that followed the 
split from the Serb-led Yu-
goslavia. She was mocked 
in the first round because of 
a series of gaffes during the 
campaign. 
The 53-year-old Milanovic is 
backed by Croatia’s liberal 
opposition parties, includ-
ing his Social Democrats, 
but liberals have been 
struggling to regain clout 
in the predominantly right-
leaning nation. 
Prone to populist outbursts 
while prime minister, Mi-
lanovic now says he has 
learned from the experi-
ence and matured. He tells 
the voters to give him a 
chance to surprise them.
KEY FACTS ABOUT CROATIA
Home to 4.2 million people, 
Croatia joined the EU after 
coming out of a devastat-
ing war in the 1990s that left 
over 10,000 people dead 
and stalled economic and 
other reforms.
Although a lot of time has 
passed since the war, Cro-
atia’s economy still has 
catching up to do with the 
rest of the EU and corrup-
tion is believed to be wide-
spread. That is why many 
Croats, especially young 
people, have been leav-
ing for more opportunities 
in other EU nations.
The war remains a political-
ly relevant topic in Croatia, 
a predominantly conserva-
tive nation where the Cath-
olic Church plays an impor-
tant role.q

Incumbent president and presidential candidate Kolinda Grabar Kitarovic greets supporters in her 
headquarter in Zagreb, Croatia, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019.

Associated Press

The Montenegrin flag flying from the Montenegrin Embassy, is 
targeted with fireworks by Serbian ultra-nationalists during a 
protest against a religion rights law adopted by Montenegro's 
parliament last month, during a mass protest in Belgrade, Serbia, 
Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020.

Associated Press

Montenegro denounces protest 
attack on its embassy in Serbia
By DUSAN STOJANOVIC 
Associated Press
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) 
— Montenegro on Friday 
strongly denounced ag-
gression against its embas-
sy in Serbia during a protest 
by thousands of ultra-na-
tionalists, saying the actions 
of soccer hooligans who 
threw flares and chanted 
"Set it on fire" represented 
an attack on the country's 
independence. The crowd 
targeted the unguarded 
embassy in Belgrade and 
tried to burn the Montene-
grin flag during the Thurs-

day night protest of a reli-
gion rights law adopted by 
Montenegro's parliament 
last month. Serbs say the 
law discriminates against 
the Serbian Orthodox 
Church. Montenegro Prime 
Minister Dusko Markovic 
tweeted that the embassy 
attack was an "uncivilized" 
act and another challenge 
to  his small country's inde-
pendence and freedom.  
Montenegro split from 
much larger Serbia follow-
ing a 2006 referendum. 
About one-third of the small 
Balkan country's 620,000 

citizens declare themselves 
as Serbs and want close ties 
with Belgrade. Led by the 
Serbian Orthodox Church 
and backed by Serbia's 
state  propaganda, pro-
Serb Montenegrins have 
been holding daily protest 
marches against the new 
religion rights law. They say 
the law will allow the Mon-
tenegrin state to impound 
Serbian Orthodox Church 
property, including monas-
teries, churches and other 
assets. The Montenegrin 
government has repeated-
ly denied those claims. q
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Russia halts oil supplies to Belarus in push for closer ties
By YURAS KARMANAU
Associated Press
MINSK, Belarus (AP) — 
Russia has halted oil sup-
plies to Belarus as talks on 
strengthening economic 
ties remained stalled over 
concerns that Russia could 
effectively swallow up its 
neighbor.
In a case that has echoes 
of Russia's relationship with 
Ukraine before it annexed 
the Crimean Peninsula, Be-
larus' state-owned oil com-
pany said Friday that Mos-
cow has stopped supplying 
crude until contracts for this 
year are drawn up. Belarus' 
two main refineries were 
operating at low capacity, 
running on reserves.
Russian oil company 
Transneft confirmed the 
suspension, which does not 
affect oil transit to Europe 
or the supply of natural gas.
Later on Friday Belarus 
suspended its oil exports, 
which contribute up to 
20% of annual GDP. State-
owned oil company Bel-
neftekhim said there were 
enough reserves to cover 
the country's needs.
Belarus relies on Russia for 
more than 80% of its over-
all energy needs, including 
gas. Over 90% of its crude 
oil imports come from Rus-

sia. And it has been has 
been relying on discounted 
prices and loans from Rus-
sia for more than a quarter 
century. But it has one point 
of leverage: Russia de-
pends on Belarus to ship oil 
to wealthier markets in the 
rest of Europe. About 10% 
of Western Europe's oil sup-
plies come from Russia, via 
a pipeline transiting Belarus.  
The Kremlin has recently in-
creased pressure on its ally, 
raising energy prices and 
cutting subsidies. It argues 

that Belarus should accept 
closer economic integra-
tion if it wants to continue 
receiving energy resources 
at Russia's domestic prices.
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Belarusian Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashen-
ko held two rounds of talks 
in December, but failed to 
reach an agreement on 
deeper integration and on 
oil and gas prices. 
Putin said Russia was not 
ready to "subsidize" energy 
supplies without a closer 

economic integration with 
Belarus, and Lukashenko in-
sisted he would not sign off 
on the integration until the 
issues with oil and gas sup-
plies were resolved. 
In late December, Lukash-
enko ordered his govern-
ment to look for alterna-
tive oil suppliers, though in 
practice that will be diffi-
cult considering the coun-
try's near-total reliance on 
Russia. There are concerns 
in Belarus that the eco-
nomic discussions are a 

plot by Russia to swallow 
up Belarus. Those concerns 
have been fueled by Rus-
sia's 2014 annexation of 
Ukraine's Crimean peninsu-
la and its support for sepa-
ratist insurgents in eastern 
Ukraine.
Before relations soured 
completely with Ukraine, 
Russia had likewise used 
energy supplies as political 
leverage to keep the coun-
try in its economic orbit and 
from developing closer ties 
with Europe. There also 
has been speculation that 
Putin, who has been in 
power for nearly two de-
cades, could contemplate 
a merger with Belarus as 
a way to stay at the helm 
of the new union state of 
Russia and Belarus after his 
current Russian presidential 
term expires in 2024.
Lukashenko repeatedly re-
jected the idea, vowing 
that his country would nev-
er become part of Russia. 
"Russia has started to 
strong-arm Minsk by trying 
to get Belarus' Soviet-style 
economy off its oil needle, 
but Lukashenko is fighting 
really hard, as he doesn't 
want to become a Russian 
governor," said Alexander 
Klaskovsky, a Minsk-based 
political analyst.q

In this file photo taken on Friday, Dec. 20, 2019, Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and 
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko walk before a meeting of the Supreme Eurasian 
Economic Council in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Associated Press 

Taiwan defense officials meet after crash kills top officer
Associated Press
TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Tai-
wanese President Tsai Ing-
wen convened a meeting 
of top defense officials and 
urged them Friday to be on 
a lookout for military devel-
opments concerning Chi-
na following a helicopter 
crash that killed the island's 
top military officer and oth-
er prominent personnel. 
In a tweet, Tsai said the 
morning conference fo-
cused on ensuring military 
morale, security in and 
around the Taiwan Strait 
and the importance of 
"complete equipment in-
spections." 
The meeting followed the 
grounding for inspection of 
Taiwan's 52 UH-60M Black 
Hawk choppers belong-
ing to the air force, the 
army and the National Air-
borne Service Corps., the 
agency responsible for 

search and rescue opera-
tions.  Thursday morning's 
crash in forested mountains 
outside the capital Taipei 
killed eight people, includ-
ing chief of the general 
staff Gen. Shen Yi-ming. A 
former pilot and air force 
chief, Shen, 62, had since 
July been largely respon-
sible for overseeing the self-
governing island's defense 
against China. 
"The best way for us to hon-
or the memory of the fallen 
is to ensure Taiwan's secu-
rity and maintain military 
morale," Tsai wrote. 
In a video handout from 
the Presidential Office, Tsai 
is shown asking officials in-
cluding the defense min-
ister to "please be vigilant 
and pay close attention 
to military developments 
around the Taiwan Strait." 
"We need to respond quick-
ly to any military deploy-

ments to ensure security 
across the strait," Tsai said.  
The helicopter's flight data 
recorder was recovered on 
Friday morning and, if it was 
not damaged, an analysis 
should be completed with-
in 24 hours. 

Others killed in the crash 
included both pilots, the 
deputy head of the Politi-
cal Warfare Bureau and the 
deputy chief of the Gen-
eral Staff for Intelligence, 
while two lieutenant gen-
erals and a major general 

were among the five survi-
vors.  The crash, which is un-
der investigation, is not ex-
pected to affect the hold-
ing of the election, which 
Tsai is highly favored to win, 
but will require an urgent 
reshuffling of top military 
staff. Questions have also 
been raised as to why so 
many high-ranking officers 
were aboard a single flight. 
China threatens to use 
military force if necessary 
to annex what it considers 
part of its territory. A vacu-
um within Taiwan's military 
leadership could embold-
en it to step up its military 
intimidation. 
Shen's death comes as Tai-
wan's military is undergoing 
a substantial upgrade with 
the arrival of the most ad-
vanced version of the U.S. 
F-16V fighter jets, along 
with tanks, missiles and im-
proved military software. q

In this March 7, 2019, file photo, Taiwanese top military official 
Shen Yi-ming salutes as he is introduced to journalists during a 
press conference in Taipei, Taiwan. 

Associated Press
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'Millions of sparks': Weather raises Australia's fire danger
By SHONAL GANGULY
STEVE McMORRAN 
Associated Press
SYDNEY (AP) — Wildfires 
raging across Australia 
have prompted one of the 
largest evacuations in the 
country's history as what is 
already the worst season 
on record is likely to be-
come even more devas-
tating due to hot weather 
and strong winds.
More than 200 fires were 
burning, and warnings of 
extreme danger to come 
Saturday prompted mass 
evacuations. Traffic was 
gridlocked as people fled 
and firefighters escorted 
convoys of evacuees as 
fires threatened to close 
roads. Navy ships were 
called in to pluck hundreds 
of people stranded on 
beaches.
Victoria Premier Daniel An-
drews declared a disaster 
across much of the eastern 
part of the state, allowing 
the government to order 
evacuations in an area 
with as many as 140,000 
permanent residents and 
tens of thousands more va-
cationers. 
"If you can leave, you must 
leave," Andrews said. 
The early and devastating 
start to Australia's summer 
wildfires has already burned 
about 5 million hectares 
(12.35 million acres) of 
land, left at least 19 people 
dead, and destroyed more 
than 1,400 homes. That's 
more acres burned in Aus-
tralia than any one year in 

the U.S. since Harry Truman 
was president.
In South Australia state, fire 
officials said the weather 
conditions were cause 
for concern because fires 
were still burning or smol-
dering. 
"The ignition sources are al-
ready there," Country Fire 
Service chief officer Mark 
Jones said. "There are mil-
lions of sparks out there 
ready to go if they break 
containment lines." 
This week, at least 445 
homes were destroyed 
on the New South Wales 
southern coast and doz-
ens were burned in Victo-
ria. Ten deaths have been 
confirmed in the two states 

this week, and Victoria au-
thorities also said 28 people 
are missing. Fires are also 
burning in Western Austra-
lia, South Australia and Tas-
mania. 
The navy evacuated hun-
dreds from Mallacoota, a 
coastal town in Victoria cut 
off for days by wildfires that 
forced as many as 4,000 
residents and tourists to 
shelter on beaches. Land-
ing craft ferried people to 
the HMAS Choules offshore. 
Evacuees waiting to board 
the ship described smoke 
and embers flying every-
where when the fires were 
at their worst. 
"It's just scary waiting," Dani 
Barmeister told Channel 

Nine.
Choules Commander Scott 
Houlihan said 963 people 
had signed up for evacua-
tion by sea and more had 
been airlifted to safety. 
In New South Wales, a state 
of emergency and a to-
tal fire ban were in place. 
State Rural Fire Service 
deputy commissioner Rob 
Rogers urged people to not 
wait to leave, noting four 
people in the state died 
in their cars as they made 
late attempts to flee. 
"We know people have got 
a little bit of fire fatigue. 
They've been dealing with 
this now for months," Rogers 
said. "But we need people 
to stay focused. Tomorrow 

is not the day to drop your 
guard."
Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison said he was inclined 
to cancel a scheduled trip 
to India later this month 
because of the wildfires. In 
December, he cut short a 
family holiday in Hawaii in 
the face of public anger at 
his absence. 
He made the remarks in 
Bairnsdale, Victoria, where 
he received a warmer 
welcome than he had in 
another wildfire-ravaged 
town a day earlier. 
Morrison cut short Thurs-
day's visit to Cobargo in 
New South Wales when lo-
cals yelled at him, called 
him an "idiot" and criticized 
him for the lack of equip-
ment to deal with the fires 
in town.  In a radio inter-
view, Morrison said he un-
derstood the anger of peo-
ple affected by the fires. 
"People are angry and 
people are raw and peo-
ple are upset," he said. 
"Whether they are angry 
with me or they are an-
gry about the situation, all 
I know is they are hurting 
and it's my job to be there 
to try and offer some com-
fort and support." 
In an interview late Friday 
with the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation's "A 
Current Affair," Morrison 
was defensive about his 
handling of the crisis. He 
denied ignoring the warn-
ings of fire chiefs that Aus-
tralia was heading into a 
catastrophic fire season.q

A firefighter covers his face from block smoke as he battles a fire near Bendalong, Australia, 
Friday, Jan. 3, 2020.

Associated Press

Inmate dies in new riot at Mexico jail where 16 were killed
Associated Press
MEXICO CITY (AP) — An-
other inmate was killed 
Thursday at a prison in 
northern Mexico where 16 
inmates died during a riot 
on New Year's Eve. 
Security officials in Zacate-
cas state said four other 
prisoners were injured 
in the latest riot at the 
Cieneguillas prison, where 
16 prisoners died on Tues-
day. 
The Public Safety Depart-
ment said the prison had 
been brought back under 
control. Zacatecas state 
security secretary Ismael 
Camberos Hernández 

told the Milenio television 
station that inmates an-
gry over the Tuesday riot 
had attacked prisoners 
they accused of betraying 
them that day.
He said the prisoner had 
been battered to death 
by fellow prisoners who 
detached a metal cell 
door and bashed him with 
it. The four wounded Thurs-
day also suffered injuries 
from blows.
But in Tuesday's riot, au-
thorities confiscated four 
guns that they believe 
were smuggled in during 
visiting hours. Prison guards 
were placed under investi-

gation after the riot.
Not all of the victims in 
Tuesday's riot died from 
gunshot wounds. Some 
were stabbed and oth-
ers beaten with objects. 
No guards or police were 
wounded.
Local media reported the 
prison held members of 
various gangs and cartels, 
including the Sinaloa car-
tel and the Gulf and North-
east cartels.
Such killings frequently 
involve score settling be-
tween rival cartel mem-
bers or a battle for con-
trol of the prison's illicit 
business.q

In this May 16, 2009 file photo, soldiers patrol outside the 
Regional Center for Social Reintegration in Cieneguillas, 
Mexico. 

Associated Press



ORANJESTAD — Aruba 
has many longtime visitors 
dedicated to returning to 
the island time after time, 
but few are more devoted 
and engaged than Caro-
lyn Pollack-Kruel, of Penn-
sylvania, celebrating forty 
years of vacationing here, 
usually during the holiday 
season.

Not only has Carolyn been 
returning frequently each 
year over the decades, 
usually accompanied by 
her mother† and cousin†, 
but she has shared some of 
the happiest occasions of 
her life with her “extended 
Aruban family.” Each year, 
while they were alive, Car-
olyn hosted extravagant 
birthday parties for her 
mother and cousin, with all 
their growing entourage 
of dear Aruban friends at-
tending.
While they vacationed 
here in 2005, Carolyn and 
her husband George 
picked out her engage-
ment ring at Shiva’s, having 
established a close friend-
ship with the Alwani family. 
George officially slipped 
the ring on her finger during 
a delightful dinner shared 
with Shea Lichtenstein† 
and his wife, Joyce, anoth-
er island couple with which 
they shared a long, active 
friendship. 
Naturally, after being offi-
cially married in Pennsylva-
nia, Carolyn and George 
had to have all their Aru-
ban friends present to share 
a stunning spiritual ceremo-
ny here at the Santa Ana 
church in Noord. It is very 
unusual for the Catholic 
churches of Aruba to mar-
ry non-resident couples, 
but Father Rene, who had 
grown very close to the 
newlyweds over the years, 
was pleased to join them in 
matrimony. 
These landmark moments 
demonstrate Carolyn and 
George’s deep commit-
ment to the local commu-
nity and its people; they 

are very active and gener-
ous in the church and other 
traditional island activities. 
They have even danced 
down the streets of Oran-
jestad befeathered and 
sequined during the an-
nual Carnival parades!  This 
year, Carolyn is celebrating 
40 years of returning to Aru-
ba since she first fell in love 
with the island in 1979. 
The presentation of an 
Emerald Certificate and 
coin was conducted dur-
ing a festive New Year’s 
Eve dinner at the Ritz Carl-
ton’s Casa Nonna restau-
rant. Marouska Heyliger 
of the Aruba Tourism Au-
thority, had the pleasure 
to honor Carolyn, who has 
gone above and beyond 
being an Ambassador of 
Goodwill.  Representatives 
of the Ritz-Carlton Aruba, 
especially Milouska "Miko" 
Briezen, were also present 
at this memorable event. 
The occasion has evoked 
another memorable event, 
a reunion with Nancy Baty, 
who first convinced Caro-
lyn to vacation on Aruba 
in 1979, when they both 
worked for TWA. “I had 
never even heard of Aruba 
when Nancy approached 
me with an incredible deal 
being offered to airline em-
ployees,” she recalls. “We 
were able to stay at the 
Tamarijn Beach Hotel for 
only $15 a night, which we 
split! Imagine! 
 As both Carolyn and Nancy 

were quite fetching young 
ladies who were touted in 
the local papers as “Beau-
ties on the Beach,” they 
found themselves not lack-
ing for dinner invitations 
from some nice young men 
from Canada, so were able 
to truly sample some of the 
fine restaurants that have 
built Aruba’s reputation.
The girls returned once a 
year for the next five years, 
until they were laid off from 
TWA along with several 
other employees. Nancy 
took a job with Piedmont 
Airlines and moved away 
to Virginia Beach, and Car-
olyn went on to start her 
own very successful travel 
agency, Ambassatour. As 
an agent, her top recom-
mendation to her clients 
seeking a Caribbean holi-
day has always been Aru-
ba, and very likely contrib-
uted substantially to grow-
ing Aruba’s visitors from the 
Pittsburgh area. 
This year’s honoring is par-
ticularly poignant for both 
Carolyn and Nancy, as the 
latter is returning to Aruba 
for the first time in 37 years, 
to share this special event 
with her good friend. 
Nancy and her husband 
Mark Baty could not resist 
joining Carolyn for this 40th 
year anniversary trip. They 
arrived on December 30, 
Nancy’s birthday, and Car-
olyn treated them to a fab-
ulous dinner with a view at 
La Trattoria El Faro Blanco, 

which did not even exist 
during Nancy’s last visit.   
Nancy was excited and 
thrilled to see how the is-
land has grown. She stayed 
with Carolyn and enjoyed 

a whirlwind tour of all the 
new hotspots that one can 
fit into three days. 
“I knew that the trip to Aru-
ba would be worth the time 
and expense,” expressed 
Nancy, who has visited Car-
olyn over the years when-
ever she returned to Pitts-
burgh to see family. “We 
had not known each other 
well when I first proposed 
we vacation together on 
Aruba, but we have since 
traveled to many places 
over the years, including 
an African Safari. I was cer-
tain Mark and I would enjoy 
our time here and meeting 
the many friends Carolyn 
has made here over the 
years; with Carolyn, espe-
cially on Aruba, Life is a 
Celebration!”q
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For honorary Emerald Ambassador Carolyn Pollack-Kruel:
Life’s Milestone moments are sweeter on Aruba
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Happy Birthday Earth!
By Melissa Martin
OHIO, US — The hanging 
globe we live on is another 
year older. “Happy Birth-
day to you. Happy Birthday, 
Mother Earth. Happy Birth-
day to you.” Sing along. 
Earth is our home. How old 
is earth? It depends on who 
you ask. A creationist and 
an evolutionist will give dif-
ferent answers. A scien-
tist and a Bible scholar will 
give different answers.

Who named our Earth? 
Its name comes from the 
old English and German-
ic words meaning ‘the 
ground.’ Who or what cre-
ated Earth? ‘In the begin-
ning, God created the 
heaven and the earth, and 
the earth was without form 
and void.’ The other theory 
is called ‘Big Bang.’

What gifts can we give to 
Earth; a planet that sustains 
our lives. Air, land, water—
essential elements for the 
human race. Food from 
the soil and the sea. Oxy-
gen from the atmosphere 
and the trees. Shelters with 
wood, rocks, bricks, marble. 
Precious metals and jewels 
are harvested from Earth.

We can do better at pro-
tecting our Earth home. 

Some elementary schools 
support “Our Amazing 
Earth curriculum.” We need 
to teach the young how 
to take care of our planet. 
Nature is a learning play-
ground.

“A nation that destroys its 
soils destroys itself. Forests 
are the lungs of our land, 
purifying the air and giving 
fresh strength to our peo-
ple. ”—Franklin D. Roosevelt

Clean Up the World, es-
tablished in 1993, is a not-
for-profit, non-government 
apolitical event that unites 
communities with a com-
mon focus to protect the 
environment. Clean Up 
the World has engaged an 
estimated 35 million volun-
teers across 133 countries, 
making it one of the largest 
community-based environ-
mental campaigns in the 
world. Community groups, 
schools, businesses, and 
local governments join as 
Members and carry out 
activities that address lo-
cal environmental issues. 
By facilitating local action, 
Clean Up the World brings 
about global environmen-
tal change. www.cleanup-
theworld.org.

Earth Day is April 22 of ev-

ery year. April 22, 2020 will 
mark 50 years of Earth Day. 
www.earthday.org. Earth 
Day Network is the world’s 
largest recruiter to the en-
vironmental movement, 
working with more than 
75,000 partners in over 190 
countries to drive positive 
action for our planet.

The United National Gener-
al Assembly has recognized 
“the right to safe and clean 
drinking water and sanita-
tion as a human right that 
is essential for the full enjoy-
ment of life and all human 
rights.” Since the 1992 Earth 
Summit, safe drinking water 
has been made available 
to some 1.7 billion people 
around the world. The In-
ternational Decade for Ac-
tion, ‘Water for Sustainable 
Development,’ started on 
World Water Day, 22 March 
2018, and will end on World 

Water Day, 22 March 2028.

What can you do to help 
our Earth in 2020? Volun-
teer with a cleanup group. 
Teach your children not 
to litter. Watch National 
Geographic with your fam-
ily and engage in ongoing 
conversations about our 
amazing planet. Check-
out www.kids.nationalgeo-
graphic.com. Cleanup 
behind yourself when you 
visit a park. Use a reusable 
water bottle. Recycle ink 
cartridges.

“When the last tree is cut 
and the last fish killed, the 
last river poisoned, then 
you will see that you can't 
eat money.”—John May, 
The Greenpeace Story

Happy Birthday 
Earth!

Melissa Martin, Ph.D., is 
an author, columnist, 
educator, and therapist. 
She lives in US.
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ORANJESTAD – Aruba Today likes to welcome readers to participate in our newspaper. 
You can see that in our Honored Guest-publications, specials like on Valentine’s Day 
and on other occasions. Throughout the year you are always welcome to send us your 
vacation picture(s) together with completing the sentence: Aruba to me is …….. (Email: 
news@arubatoday.com)
For today’s newspaper we received some lovely pictures from Peter Stavrinos of 
Albertson, NY. He wrote to us:

“Aruba to me is…. A place to celebrate with family”

Aruba to Me

Peter and Despina Stavrinos will be celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary this year. For them there is no better 
place to celebrate this special occasion with the whole 
family than their favorite place on earth, Aruba.

They have been visiting the island every year for over 20 
years now. This past holiday was quite special since the 
whole family was here to spend it together. After this visit, 
Peter is sure the whole family will make it an annual trip 
now.

While being on the island Peter and Despina love reading 
Aruba Today and they noticed the ‘Aruba To Me’ section 
and wanted to share with our readers their story and their 
6 grandchildren, who are their pride and joy.q
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Meet Photographer Jeroen Lucas
ORANJESTAD — The cover 
picture of the Aruba Today 
Facebook page will show 
a picture of a local pho-
tographer every couple of 
months. We just love cul-
ture and would like to sup-
port our local talents, there-
fore Aruba Today chooses 
to be a platform for show-
casing art. The newest 
cover picture is the work of 
the talented Jeroen Lucas 
from Aruba Paradise Pho-
tos. Before him we had the 
honor to showcase pictures 
of photographers Michael-
Anthony, Anuar Habibe,  
Armando Goedgedrag 
and Jonathan Petit.

Jeroen Lucas is a Dutch 
photographer, based in 
Aruba. Out of love for pho-
tography together with 
love for the island Aruba, 
Aruba Paradise Photos was 
born in 2015. “Taking my 
camera and drone with 
me as I explore every inch 
of the island. With free time 
at hand and lots of energy I 

want to shoot beautiful im-
ages of our Island for you to 
enjoy.” 

Going to spots that you 
have never seen before, 
or even think “Is that in Aru-

ba?!” Lucas is trying to give 
you that something ex-
tra. Looking at his pictures 

Aruba Today can only say: 
yes, this is something extra 
indeed!q

For more information:
Jeroen Lucas
+297 630 5412
arubaparadisephotos.com
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SHARK 
ATTACK

Burns' OT winner gives Sharks 
3-2 victory over Penguins

Pittsburgh Penguins' Patric Hornqvist (72) brings the puck up ice 
as San Jose Sharks' Joel Kellman (46) defends during the first pe-
riod of an NHL hockey game Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020, in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press
Page 20

In this Monday, Jan. 18, 2016, 
file photo, former New Or-
leans Saints NFL football play-
er Steve Gleason is shown 
during an interview in New 
Orleans. 

Associated Press

Gleason 
to receive 
Congressional 
Gold Medal 
Jan. 15
By REBECCA SANTANA 
Associated Press
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — For-
mer New Orleans Saints 
player Steve Gleason, who 
became a leading advo-
cate for people struggling 
with Lou Gehrig's disease 
after he was diagnosed 
with the paralyzing condi-
tion, will be awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal 
during a ceremony on Jan. 
15. 
"Steve Gleason has shown 
tremendous courage and 
resolve in the face of ALS. 
On the field, Gleason is 
best known for his electri-
fying blocked punt during 
the Saints' first game in the 
rebuilt Superdome after 
2005's Hurricane Katrina. 
The city was still rebuild-
ing from the devastating 
hurricane when Gleason 
dove to block a punt in 
the opening minutes of the 
game against rival Atlanta 
Falcons. 
The stadium itself had to 
be rebuilt after the storm 
tore open its roof as thou-
sands of people sheltered 
inside.q
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NFL to select greatest moments as part of 100th season 
By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — From the  Immaculate Re-
ception, already voted the best play in NFL his-
tory, to the Dolphins' perfect season that has 
been selected as the all-time top team, the NFL 
is searching for its greatest moment.
As part of its celebration of the 100th season of 
play, the league is conducting balloting for its 
most iconic moment at NFL.com/greatestmo-
ment and is encouraging fans to vote for one of 
the 32 team nominations. Voting will determine 
the top eight AFC and NFC moments until Jan. 
9 at midnight EST. 
That will leave 16 contenders that will be cut to 
eight across both conferences in voting from 
Jan. 9 until midnight EST on Jan. 16. Those eight 
moments will be reduced to four in balloting 
from Jan. 16 to midnight EST on Jan. 23. From 

the final four, fans will choose the No. 1 overall 
moment in voting from Jan. 23 until noon on Su-
per Bowl Sunday, Feb. 2.
Video clips and text describing each team's 
moment will be available when fans vote. The 
winner will be announced during the Super 
Bowl pregame show on Fox.
The 32 contenders:
AFC
Baltimore Ravens: The Mile High Miracle
Buffalo Bills: The Comeback
Cincinnati Bengals: Jennings Kickoff Return
Cleveland Browns: 1964 NFL Championship
Denver Broncos: Elway's Helicopter Run
Houston Texans: Watt's Pick 6
Indianapolis Colts: Jackson's Interception
Jacksonville Jaguars: Taylor's 90-Yard Touch-
down
Kansas City Chiefs: 65 Toss Power Trap

Los Angeles Chargers: Epic in Miami
Miami Dolphins: The Perfect Season
New England Patriots: 28-3
New York Jets: Super Bowl 3
Oakland Raiders: Marcus Allen's Reverse Run
Pittsburgh Steelers: The Immaculate Reception
Tennessee Titans: Music City Miracle
NFC
Arizona Cardinals: Fitz To The Post
Atlanta Falcons: 2016 NFC Championship
Carolina Panthers: Smith's Game-Winning TD
Chicago Bears: Bears Super Bowl 20
Dallas Cowboys: Hail Mary
Detroit Lions: Thanksgiving In Detroit
Green Bay Packers: The Ice Bowl
Los Angeles Rams: The Tackle
Minnesota Vikings:  The Minneapolis Miracle
New Orleans Saints: Porter's Pick-6
New York Giants: The Helmet Catch.q

Niemann opens 
with 66 to lead 
at Kapalua
By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer
KAPALUA, Hawaii (AP) — 
Fresh off his Presidents Cup 
debut, Joaquin Niemann 
of Chile brought fresh con-
fidence and plenty of form 
to Maui by opening the 
year with a 7-under 66 for 
a one-shot lead over Justin 
Thomas after the opening 
round Thursday at the Sen-
try Tournament of Cham-
pions. Niemann is one of 
15 first-time winners on the 
PGA Tour last year who are 
playing the rejuvenated 
Plantation Course at Ka-
palua for the first time. He 
knew his way around just 
fine in weather that might 
be as good as it gets all 
week.
He missed only one green 
and saved par. After a 30-
foot birdie on No. 4, which 
he called his best shot of 
the day, his other six bird-
ies were all from 10 feet or 
closer.
Thomas, who won at Ka-
palua three years ago, 
played bogey-free and 
made five birdies over his 
last eight holes for a 67.
He heard about the condi-
tions in the forecast for the 
rest of the week, which in-
clude gusts in the 30 mph 
range, and wasn't both-
ered by that or his lack of 
birdies until the 11th hole 
onward.
"It's not like I was going to try 

any harder," Thomas said.
By the end of the round, it 
all felt easy. Thomas hit to 
10 feet to a left pin on the 
tough 13th hole, added 
another birdie with a pitch 
he clipped perfectly up the 
slope to tap-in range on 
the par-5 15th and closed 
out his round with anoth-
er perfectly judged pitch 
down the slope and grain 
to 4 feet on the par-5 clos-
ing hole.
Matt Kuchar and Rickie 
Fowler were at 68, with de-
fending champion Xander 
Schauffele, Jon Rahm and 
Patrick Cantlay among 
those another shot back.
Only nine players in the 
34-man field of PGA Tour 
winners failed to shoot par 
or better. Niemann didn't 
win a match at Royal Mel-
bourne — he went 0-3-1, 
twice facing two of the 
best U.S. partnerships — but 
thrived on the stage under 
International captain Ernie 
Els. "The Presidents Cup was 
one of my best experiences 
since I turned pro," he said. 
"I shared a lot of moments 
with the best players in the 
world. I got Ernie as a cap-
tain. That is just awesome. I 
think that week was really 
special for me. He told me 
that it's going to be really 
helpful for my career, for 
my future."
It appeared to help in the 
first round of the new year, 

and Niemann had plenty 
of company.
Thomas also thrived at Roy-
al Melbourne, going 3-1-1. 
Then again, he's been play-
ing well the last six months 
with only one finish out of 
the top 12 and none out of 
the top 20.
Key to his round was keep-
ing bogeys off his card as 
much as the flurry of birdies 
at the end.
"It's kind of a mini-goal I 
have very round," he said 
of playing bogey-free. "I 
make enough birdies that 
if I minimized the mistakes, 
it's not that hard to have a 
chance to win the tourna-
ment."
Warm sunshine and mod-
erate wind for these parts 
also helped. The wind was 
reasonable enough for the 

tour to use all the new back 
tees that were part of the 
refinement project.
Kapalua still provided its 
usual punishment for missed 
shots, however.
Dustin Johnson, a two-time 
winner at Kapalua, made 
six birdies and an eagle. 
That was barely enough 
to offset his double bogey 
on the par-5 ninth and four 
other bogeys, most of them 
because of wild tee shots. 
He had to reload on No. 9. 
He went into the waist-high 
grass left of the 12th, right 
of the 14th and had only 
seven pars. That added to 
a 72.
Cantlay had few com-
plaints after a 69. His only 
mistake was a tee shot into 
the weeds right of the third 
hole for a double bogey. 

He made a 30-foot eagle 
putt two holes later and 
didn't drop a shot the rest 
of the way.
Rahm came into the new 
year fresh off two wins and 
a runner-up finish before 
his wedding. He felt some 
rust, and he had some mild 
concerns after making the 
turn with a clunker into the 
sand on the par-3 11th that 
led to bogey and a bad 
drive on the 12th that was 
saved by the width of Ka-
palua's fairways.
"I probably had one of the 
worst professional shots I've 
hit in my life on 11, followed 
by a pretty bad drive on 
12," Rahm said. "It was just 
a couple of bad shots. It's 
pure rust. The mind wasn't 
in the right place. Besides 
that, it was a great day."q

Joaquin Niemann walks off the 18th green after making birdie during first round of the Tournament 
of Champions golf event, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020, at Kapalua Plantation Course in Kapalua, Hawaii. 
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McCaffrey a double All-Pro pick; Gilmore, Thomas unanimous
By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer
NEW YORK (AP) — Christian 
McCaffrey's versatility and 
superb statistics helped him 
to a rare double: The Caro-
lina Panthers running back 
has made The Associated 
Press NFL All-Pro Team at 
two positions.
McCaffrey rushed for 1,387 
yards and 15 touchdowns 
while catching a phenom-
enal 116 passes for 1,005 
yards and four TDs. He be-
came the third player in 
NFL history to finish with 
1,000 yards rushing and 
1,000 yards receiving in the 
same season, joining Hall of 
Famer Marshall Faulk and 
Roger Craig, who is on the 
senior ballot for the hall this 
year.
That so impressed the 50 
members of a nationwide 
media panel who regularly 
cover the NFL for McCaf-
frey to be voted the first-
team running back and 
the top flex player. The 
flex position was created 
in 2016 to reward players 
who epitomize the way of-
fense is now played in pro 
football. Not one fits that 
description better than Mc-
Caffrey, whose terrific sea-
son came for a 5-11 team.
"It means a lot,'' says Mc-
Caffrey, a third-year pro. 
"It is a big honor and that 
is something that you don't 
work hard for it, but when it 
comes you are really grate-
ful and appreciative."
McCaffrey's achievement 
was complemented by 
the unanimous selections 
of New Orleans receiver 
Michael Thomas and New 
England cornerback Ste-
phon Gilmore. It's the sec-
ond straight season both 
made the squad, Thomas 
doing it with an NFL-record 
149 catches, Gilmore an-
choring the league's top-
ranked defense. 
Ravens sensation Lamar 
Jackson, who in his second 
season led Baltimore to a 
league-best 14-2 mark, was 
chosen as quarterback. 
Jackson and McCaffrey 
were among 14 first-time 
All-Pros.
Rams safety Eric Weddle, 
who witnessed the jukes 
and jaunts of Jackson 
firsthand in a 45-6 Ravens 
romp.

"When you get on the field 
and you get to the speed 
of what they run, it's tough,'' 
says Weddle, a former All-
Pro. "I mean, some of the 
plays I didn't know who 
had the ball because they 
run it so efficiently. (Jack-
son) is one of a kind; he's 
pretty special."
This special class includes 
several multiple All-Pros: 
Rams DT Aaron Donald 
and Seahawks LB Bobby 
Wagner, each for a fifth 
time; Cowboys right guard 
Zack Martin and Ravens 
kicker Justin Tucker for a 
fourth time.
Bears kick returner Cordar-
relle Patterson made his 
third All-Pro roster, as did 
Eagles center Jason Kelce 
and Texans receiver DeAn-
dre Hopkins.
All-Pros for the second time 
included Thomas, Gilm-
ore, Cardinals edge rusher 
Chandler Jones, Steelers 
DT Cam Heyward, Patri-
ots special teamer Mat-
thew Slater, Colts left guard 
Quenton Nelson, and Ra-
vens defensive back Mar-
cus Peters, who shared that 
spot with the teammate 
Marlon Humphrey and 
the Chiefs' Tyrann Mathieu 
(second appearance).
Thomas, Gilmore, Nelson, 
Hopkins, Kelce, Martin, 
Donald, Wagner and Tuck-

er repeated from 2018. 
The other newcomers were 
Humphrey; 49ers tight end 
George Kittle; Ravens left 
tackle Ronnie Stanley; 
Saints right tackle Ryan 
Ramczyk; Steelers edge 
rusher T.J. Watt; Saints line-
backer Demario Davis; Vi-
kings LB Eric Kendricks; Bills 
cornerback Tre'Davious 
White; safeties Jamal Ad-
ams of the Jets and Minkah 
Fitzpatrick of the Steelers; Ti-
tans punter Brett Kern; and 
Saints punt returner Deonte 
Harris, the only rookie on 
the team.
"When you got here and 
people start talking about 
All-Pro and that's the best 
of the best, you're like 'Pro 
Bowl is cool, but I need to 
get the best of the best.,'' 
says Wagner, who led the 
NFL in tackles this season. 
"As you get older you kind 
of understand how hard 
these things are to get. 
And so you don't take any 
of them for granted and 
are very grateful for your 
health, grateful for your 
teammates. As you get 
older you reflect and you 
appreciate things differ-
ently that you might not 
have had when you were 
young."
Ramczyk once played Di-
vision III college ball. Now 
look at him.q

Carolina Panthers running back Christian McCaffrey (22) runs as 
Carl Granderson (96) reaches for the tackle during the second 
half of an NFL football game in Charlotte, N.C., Sunday, Dec. 29, 
2019.  
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Eichel converts penalty shot, Sabres beat Oilers 3-2
By The Associated Press 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Jack 
Eichel scored on a penalty 
shot 1:09 into overtime and 
the Buffalo Sabres rallied 
from a two-goal deficit for 
a 3-2 win over the Edmon-
ton Oilers on Thursday night.
Eichel was awarded the 
penalty shot after Edmon-
ton’s Oscar Klefbom in-
terfered with the Sabres’ 
captain as he attempted 
to break in alone across 
the Oilers’ blue line. Eichel 
couldn’t get a shot off on 
the delayed penalty, and 
Oilers goalie Mike Smith 
made an acrobatic save 
to prevent Sam Reinhart 
from scoring from the lower 
right circle.
Eichel then scored when 
he drove in on net from the 
left wing and snapped a 
shot inside the far post.
Reinhart and Curtis Lazar 
also scored for Buffalo, and 
Linus Ullmark stopped 25 
shots.
Riley Sheahan and Ryan 
Nugent-Hopkins scored for 
the Oilers. Smith stopped 23 
shots and dropped to 0-4-1 
in his past seven appear-
ances.
The Sabres snapped a four-
game skid and improved 
to 2-6-1 in their past nine.
SHARKS 3, PENGUINS 2, OT
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Brent 
Burns’ power-play goal just 
more than two minutes into 
overtime gave San Jose a 
win over Pittsburgh.
Burns picked up his seventh 
goal of the season when his 
slap shot from high in the 
slot beat Tristan Jarry 2:02 
into the extra period to give 
the Sharks only their third 
win in 14 games. Joe Thorn-
ton got the primary assist to 
move past Adam Oates for 
seventh place with 1,080 
career assists.
Tomas Hertl scored his 15th 
goal for the Sharks and Lo-
gan Couture added his 
13th as San Jose improved 
to 3-5-1 under interim 
coach Bob Boughner. Aar-
on Dell stopped 36 shots.
Patric Hornqvist scored 
twice for Pittsburgh, which 
lost for just the second time 
in nine games. Jarry fin-
ished with 28 saves but the 
Penguins couldn’t kill off an 
overtime penalty by de-
fenseman Kris Letang, who 
was sent off for tripping 46 

seconds in.
BLUE JACKETS 2, BRUINS 1, 
OT
BOSTON (AP) — Pierre-Luc 
Dubois scored 52 seconds 
into overtime, Elvis Merz-
likins stopped 25 shots and 
Columbus beat Boston.

Sonny Milano also scored 
for the Blue Jackets, ty-
ing the game two minutes 
into the third period. Du-
bois won it by finishing off a 
2-on-1 rush with Seth Jones.
David Pastrnak scored his 
30th goal of the season for 
Boston, and Tuukka Rask 
made 31 saves as the Bruins 
lost in overtime or a shoot-
out for the third time in four 
games.
Columbus seemed to score 
in the first 17 seconds when 
Gustav Nyquist beat Rask, 
but the replay showed 
goaltender interference 
and the goal was waved 
off. Blue Jackets coach 
John Tortorella, who was 
fined $20,000 by the NHL for 
criticizing the officials after 
Sunday’s loss to the Chi-
cago Blackhawks, held his 
temper.
LIGHTNING 2, CANADIENS 1
MONTREAL (AP) — Andrei 
Vasilevskiy stopped 38 
shots and Tampa Bay ex-
tended its winning streak to 
five games with a win over 
Montreal.
Anthony Cirelli and Nikita 
Kucherov scored for the 
Lightning (22-13-4). Vasi-
levskiy improved to 10-1-2 

all-time against Montreal.
Defenseman Jeff Petry 
scored for the Canadiens 
(18-17-6), who have lost 
four games in a row. Car-
ey Price made 21 saves in 
Montreal’s first home game 
after a seven-game trip.

Tampa Bay improved to 15-
2-0 against Atlantic-division 
opponents this season.
All the scoring came in the 
first period.
DEVILS 2, ISLANDERS 1
UNIONDALE, N.Y. (AP) — 
Nico Hischier scored the 
tiebreaking goal early in 
the third period, Macken-
zie Blackwood stopped 29 
shots, and New Jersey beat 
the Islanders.
Brock Nelson scored for 
New York and Semyon Var-
lamov made 29 saves as 
the Islanders lost their fourth 
straight at Nassau Colise-
um.
Hischier extended his point 
streak to three games when 
he scored the go-ahead 
goal at 1:09 of the third.
PANTHERS 6, SENATORS 3
OTTAWA, Ontario (AP) — 
Frank Vatrano scored the 
deciding goal as part of 
Florida’s four-goal outburst 
in the second period.
Evgenii Dadonov scored his 
second power-play goal of 
the game to tie it at 2-all 
for Florida (21-14-5), and 
89 seconds later Noel Ac-
ciari gave the Panthers the 
lead. Vatrano and Colton 
Sceviour scored 44 sec-

onds apart in the final min-
ute of the second period to 
put the game out of reach. 
Jonathan Huberdeau add-
ed an empty-net goal in 
the third to round out the 
scoring for Florida.
Tyler Ennis and Chris Tierney 

scored in the first period to 
give Ottawa (16-20-5) a 
2-1 lead heading into the 
first break. Connor Brown 
scored in the third. Craig 
Anderson stopped 25 shots 
for the Senators.
MAPLE LEAFS 6, JETS 3
WINNIPEG, Manitoba (AP) 
— William Nylander had 
two goals and an assist and 
Toronto extended its points 
streak to nine games with a 
win over Winnipeg.
Kasperi Kapanen had a 
goal and assist, and Travis 
Dermott, Pierre Engvall and 
Mitch Marner also scored 
for the Leafs, who are 8-0-1 
during their streak. Frederik 
Andersen stopped 45 shots.
Kyle Connor and Mark 
Scheifele each had a goal 
and an assist for Winni-
peg, and Patrik Laine also 
scored. Connor Hellebuyck 
stopped 12 of 17 shots for 
the Jets before being re-
placed by Laurent Brossoit, 
who made 10 saves on 11 
shots in the third period.
The Jets have one win in 
their last five games (1-3-1) 
and have lost five straight 
(0-4-1) at home.
COYOTES 4, DUCKS 2
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) — 

Christian Dvorak triggered 
a three-goal third period by 
scoring in the opening min-
ute, Antti Raanta stopped 
27 shots and Arizona rallied 
past Anaheim.
Lawson Crouse scored in 
the first period, but Arizona 
went into the third trailing 
2-1. The Coyotes came out 
of the locker room buzz-
ing to start the third period 
and cashed in on Dvorak’s 
goal. Brad Richardson fol-
lowed with his second goal 
and Carl Soderberg had his 
12th a minute later.
Jakob Silfverberg scored 
his 15th goal of the season 
and Max Jones also scored 
for the Ducks, who have 
lost six of eight. John Gib-
son gave up four goals for 
the second straight game.
FLAMES 4, RANGERS 3
CALGARY, Alberta (AP) — 
Johnny Gaudreau opened 
the scoring and then set up 
the winning goal midway 
through the second pe-
riod as Calgary snapped a 
five-game losing streak at 
home.
Less than three minutes 
after New York tied it 3-all, 
Sean Monahan gave the 
Flames their third lead at 
8:22 of the second when 
he neatly finished off a 
pretty tic-tac-toe passing 
sequence.
Mikael Backlund and Derek 
Ryan also scored for Cal-
gary (21-17-5). Cam Talbot 
made 24 saves to beat his 
former team.
New York fell to 1-2-0 on a 
four-game road trip that 
wraps up Saturday night in 
Vancouver.
AVALANCHE 7, BLUES 3
DENVER (AP) — Nazem 
Kadri scored twice, Nathan 
MacKinnon had a goal 
and three assists, and Colo-
rado snapped a four-game 
home losing streak with a 
win over St. Louis.
Rookie defenseman Cale 
Makar added a power-
play goal and an assist for 
the Avalanche, who also 
ended a six-game losing 
streak to the Blues, includ-
ing two losses earlier this 
season in St. Louis. Mikko 
Rantanen J.T. Compher 
also had power-play goals, 
and Joonas Donskoi had 
the other goal for the Ava-
lanche. Samuel Girard fin-
ished with four assists.q

Buffalo Sabres forward Jack Eichel (9) skates during the third period of an NHL hockey game 
against the Edmonton Oilers, Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020, in Buffalo, N.Y. 
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In this Oct. 25, 2019, file photo, Houston Astros relief pitcher 
Will Harris throws against the Washington Nationals during 
the seventh inning of Game 3 of the baseball World Series, 
in Washington. 
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Former Astro Will 
Harris joins Nats 
after losing Game 7
By JAKE SEINER 
AP Sports Writer
Relief pitcher Will Harris is 
joining the Washington 
Nationals after they beat 
him and the Houston As-
tros in Game 7 of the 
World Series.
Harris and the Nationals 
have agreed to a $24 mil-
lion, three-year contract, 
the team announced 
Friday. The 35-year-old 
right-hander dominated 
with Houston for much 
of the postseason, start-
ing October with nine 
consecutive scoreless in-
nings. The Nationals final-
ly got to him late in the 
World Series, and Harris 
allowed Howie Kendrick's 
go-ahead home run in 
Game 7.
Washington went on to 
win its first World Series. 
Harris was stuck with the 
loss. "There's no bitter-
ness or anything like that 
from my end other than: 
Would I have liked it to go 
a different way? I mean, 
of course," Harris said. "But 
there's a lot of moments 
in my career I wish had 
gone a different way." 
Harris acknowledged 
feeling uneasy when 
the Nationals first ap-
proached him. 
"That's the first Game 7 
World Series homer I've 
ever given up and I plan 

on it being the last," he 
said. "So didn't really 
know how to feel about it 
and how I felt about the 
Nationals.
"It didn't take me very 
long," he added. "It took 
me a little while, thinking 
about it. I was like, 'Look, 
man, there's a lot of base-
ball left to play.' And I'm 
looking forward to doing 
it in an organization that 
I feel really comfortable 
being a part of."
The right-handed Har-
ris had a 1.50 ERA in 68 
games for the Astros last 
season. He had been 
with Houston since 2015 
and was an All-Star in 
2016. Harris will try to bol-
ster a bullpen that was 
among the worst in base-
ball last season. Nationals 
relievers blew 29 saves 
and had a 5.68 ERA, both 
worst in the NL. Harris is 
likely to slot behind clos-
er Sean Doolittle as the 
team's top setup man.
Harris filled a number of 
roles during his time in 
Houston, including as a 
specialist against left-
handed hitters — un-
usual for a right-handed 
pitcher, but a crucial 
strength as Major League 
Baseball adopts a three-
batter minimum for pitch-
ers heading into the 2020 
season.q

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady passes against the Buffalo Bills in the first half of an 
NFL football game, Saturday, Dec. 21, 2019, in Foxborough, Mass. 
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Titans-Patriots get prime-time 
spotlight for wild-card games
By BARRY WILNER
 AP Pro Football Writer
The Patriots have been 
compared to a sporting 
dynasty and to Palpatine’s 
Evil Empire. Regardless of 
which is true, there’s no 
denying that New England 
enters these playoffs more 
vulnerable than in quite a 
few years.
One thing we’ve learned 
since Tom Brady went from 
199th draft pick to domi-
nant NFL figure is not to 
dismiss him and his Patriots. 
Sure, they have been ultra-
sloppy in the second half of 
the schedule, and blowing 
a bye with a home loss to 
the Dolphins not only was 
stunning, it was inexcus-
able.
Not that the Patriots are 
looking backward. They 
never do. The big differ-
ence in Tennessee is at 
quarterback, where Ryan 
Tannehill has been dynam-
ic and a winner since tak-
ing over for Marcus Mari-
ota. Derrick Henry led the 
league in rushing and is a 
threat inside or outside. The 
defense is solid enough, 
though it doesn’t mea-
sure up to New England’s 
league leaders.
Mike Vrabel has the look 
of a coach on the rise, as 
does his team. No. 12 (AP 
Pro32) Tennessee is a 4 
1/2-point underdog for Sat-
urday night at No. 7 New 
England.

Pro Picks just can’t go 
against the Brady Bunch in 
this one, as tempting as it 
might be.
PATRIOTS, 23-17
No. 9 Buffalo (plus 3) at No. 
10 Houston, Saturday
Forget that the Bills lost their 
last two games. They tested 
New England to the limit in 
their 15th game, then had 
nothing on the line in the fi-
nale with the Jets.
This is a much better Buffalo 
squad than what went to 
the playoffs two years ago 
to break that endless post-
season drought.
“We’re legit,” linebacker 
Lorenzo Alexander says.
We’ll find out how legit in 
the opener of the wild-card 
round. Houston tends to 
disappoint once it gets into 
the postseason: The Tex-
ans are 3-5 in the playoffs 
and never have reached a 
conference title game.
UPSET SPECIAL: BILLS 23-16 
No. 8 Minnesota (plus 7 
1/2) at No. 2 New Orleans, 
Sunday
What craziness will strike 
the Saints in these playoffs 
to keep them from the Su-
per Bowl? Already, at 13-3, 
they could only manage a 
wild card. In the AFC, they 
would have been the No. 
2 seed.  Nothing has been 
easy in the Big Easy for 
the Saints in January. Two 
years ago, they fell victim 
to some terrible defend-
ing in the secondary for 

the “Minneapolis Miracle.” 
Last year, it was terrible of-
ficiating that cost them a 
trip to the big game. But 
New Orleans also has been 
on a nice run lately, and 
the same can’t be said 
for inconsistent Minnesota. 
“Overall the team kind of 
heads into this postsea-
son with some confidence 
based on how we’ve been 
playing,” Saints coach 
Sean Payton said. “And yet 
I think they understand the 
type of tournament this is.”
They know better than any-
one that it is a crapshoot. 
BEST BET: SAINTS, 30-17
No. 6 Seattle (minus 1 1/2) 
at No. 11 Philadelphia, Sun-
day
Maybe the two most resil-
ient teams in the league 
meet at the Linc. Unfortu-
nately, one of their main 
links is injuries — both have 
been decimated by them.
Somehow, the Eagles ran 
off four straight victories 
to conclude the sched-
ule and steal the NFC East 
despite playing with much 
of the junior varsity on the 
field. King-size kudos to 
coach Doug Pederson and 
his staff for not only finding 
the right subs, but getting 
them ready to play key 
roles in the stretch drive. 
And the same praise for 
Carson Wentz, who has 
validated himself as a fran-
chise quarterback during 
this stretch.q
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Kyrgios serves up 
funds for Australia 
at debut of ATP Cup
By JOHN PYE 
AP Sports Writer
BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 
— Nick Kyrgios served 20 
aces in a win that cost him 
$4,000 in local currency 
and helped set up Austra-
lia's opening ATP Cup win 
over Germany.
It was all for a cause. Kyr-
gios, so often considered 
the bad boy of tennis for 
his emotional behavior 
and outbursts, promised to 
donate 200 Australian dol-
lars ($140) for every ace 
he serves this month to go 
toward the recovery effort 
from the wildfires that have 
devastated parts of Austra-
lia, leaving at least 19 peo-
ple dead and 1,400 homes 
destroyed.
He opened and closed his 
6-4, 7-6 (4) win over Jan-
Lennard Struff on Friday 
in Brisbane with booming, 
high-value serves — includ-
ing a second-service ace 
down the middle to close 
it out.
Alex De Minaur followed 
that up with an upset over 
No. 7-ranked Alexander 
Zverev, trailing a set and 
a break before rallying to 
win 4-6, 7-6 (3), 6-2 on Pat 
Rafter Arena. Australia also 
won the doubles to clinch 
a 3-0 sweep of Germany.
Kyrgios devised the cash 
for aces idea earlier in the 
week, and inspired other 
fundraising efforts from 
other players and from or-
ganizers of the ATP Cup 

and the Australian Open. 
He said he was lifted by the 
crowd, and motivated by 
the plight of people strug-
gling in parts of the coun-
try impacted by the fires, 
including his hometown of 
Canberra. A tournament 
had to be relocated from 
the Australian capital to 
Victoria state earlier Friday 
because of poor air quality 
related to the proximity of 
the fires.
"It's tough," Kyrgios said, 
choking back tears and 
wiping his face with his tow-
el in an on-court interview. 
"(The money raised) is go-
ing to the families, fire fight-
ers, animals, everyone who 
is losing homes, losing fam-
ily - it's a real thing. It's big-
ger than tennis, you know.
"It's tough to go out there 
and concentrate on ten-
nis, to be honest. Every ace 
I was hitting that's all I was 
thinking about. Every time I 
stepped up to the line that's 
all I was thinking about."
Canada registered the first 
victory of the new interna-
tional team tournament, 
and the United States went 
down in the first major up-
set despite being one 
point from clinching a win 
over Norway. The 24-team 
tournament kicked off the 
men's tennis season for 
2020, with matches Friday 
in Brisbane and Sydney on 
Australia's east coast and 
Perth in Western Australia 
state. The Canadians swept 

Greece 3-0, with Denis 
Shapovalov holding off No. 
6-ranked Stefanos Tsitsipas 
7-6 (6), 7-6 (4) after 19-year-
old Felix Auger-Aliassime 
beat Michail Pervolarakis 
in the first singles victory 
of the tournament. They 
the combined to win the 
doubles. The No. 15-ranked 
Shapovalov now has a 3-1 
lead in career meetings 
over ATP Finals champion 
Tsitsipas, who was unable 
to convert his break-point 
chances in the seventh and 
11th games of the second 
set and then had a double-
fault on match point.
"He had an unbelievable 
end to the season and he's 
definitely one of the top 
players in the world right 
now," Shapovalov said. "So 
to beat a guy like this first 
match of the year, it's really 
special for me."
In Perth, Russia beat Italy 

3-0 after Norway rallied to 
edge the United States in 
Group D. Taylor Fritz beat 
Viktor Durasovic 6-2, 6-2 
to give the Americans the 
lead and John Isner had 
two match points in the 
second-set tiebreaker of 
the second singles match 
before Casper Ruud rallied 
to win 6-7 (3), 7-6 (10), 7-5 
to level it. Ruud combined 
with Durasovic to beat Ra-
jeev Ram and Austin Kra-
jicek 4-6, 6-3, 10-5 to seal 
Norway's 2-1 win.
"What I need to do is re-
ally just put this match be-
hind me as best as I can, 
because at times it wasn't 
pretty out there," Isner said. 
"So hopefully I can fix some 
things and try to play a little 
bit better on Sunday."
Fifth-ranked Daniil Med-
vedev gave Russia an un-
beatable 2-0 lead against 
Italy when he beat Fabio 

Fognini 1-6, 6-1, 6-3 in the 
second singles match.
In Sydney, Belgium beat 
Moldova 3-0, with Steve 
Darcis holding off Alexan-
der Cozbinov 6-4, 6-7 (4), 
7-5 and David Goffin beat-
ing Radu Albot 6-4, 6-1. 
The Moldova team got a 
formal apology from tour-
nament organizers after 
the wrong national an-
them was played before 
the match. And just after 
2:45 a.m. local time, Bul-
garia finally beat Britain 2-1 
when Grigor Dimitrov and 
No. 477-ranked Alexander 
Lazarov saved two match 
points before finishing off 
a 7-6 (5), 6-7 (2), 11-9 win 
over Jamie Murray and Joe 
Salisbury in the deciding 
doubles match. Dimitrov 
had earlier beaten Dan Ev-
ans 2-6, 6-4, 6-1 in the sec-
ond singles match to pull 
Bulgaria level at 1-1.q

Nick Kyrgios of Australia reacts after winning his match against Jan-Lennard Struff of Germany at 
the ATP Cup tennis tournament in Brisbane, Australia, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020. 

Associated Press

Magic say Jonathan Isaac out 2 
months, possibly more
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 
Orlando Magic are bracing 
to be without forward Jon-
athan Isaac for at least two 
months and possibly more, 
after tests Thursday showed 
an injury to the posterior lat-
eral corner of his left knee 
as well as a bone bruise.
The Magic said Isaac -- who 
is off to the best statistical 
start of his career, particu-
larly on the defensive end 
-- will be out indefinitely, 
won't be re-evaluated for 
at least eight weeks and 

that surgery may still be an 
option.
"While this certainly is disap-
pointing news, there was 
no damage to his ACL, 
MCL and PCL ligaments," 
Magic President of Basket-
ball Operations Jeff Welt-
man said. 
"All signs point to a com-
plete recovery and this 
should not impact his future 
growth."
Isaac has started 32 of Or-
lando's 34 games this sea-
son and was having the 

best year of his three-year 
career -- his per-game av-
erages of 12.0 points, 6.9 
rebounds, 2.4 blocks, 1.6 
steals and 1.4 assists are all 
career-bests.
He is one of only two play-
ers averaging more than 
2.0 steals and 1.0 blocks 
entering Thursday's games. 
The other is Anthony Davis 
of the Los Angeles Lakers.
Isaac was hurt in the 
first quarter of Orlando's 
win over Washington on 
Wednesday. q

Philadelphia 76ers guard Ben Simmons (25) and Orlando Magic 
forward Jonathan Isaac (1) fight for the ball during the second 
half of an NBA basketball game in Orlando, Fla., Friday, Dec. 
27, 2019. 

Associated Press
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Kyle Busch brings the Rowdy show to the Rolex 24 at Daytona 
By JENNA FRYER 
AP Auto Racing Writer
DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. (AP) 
— Fresh from a holiday trip 
to the Bahamas, NASCAR's 
newest two-time champi-
on raced back to the track 
to open the new year. 
Kyle Busch stepped out of 
his comfort zone at Day-
tona International Speed-
way on Friday, pulling on a 
white helmet adorned with 
his nickname "Rowdy" and 
climbing into a Lexus RC-F 
to test for the upcoming 
Rolex 24 at Daytona. The 
prestigious sports car race 
always features some of 
the top talent in the world, 
and Busch just might be this 
year's main attraction. 
Last year's running of the 
tw ice- round-the-c lock 
endurance race fea-
tured two-time Formula 
One champion Fernando 
Alonso and former CART 
champion Alex Zanardi, 
who raced for BMW with-
out his prosthetic legs and 
relying on a specially built 
steering wheel to control 
the car. Alonso and Zanar-
di stole the spotlight from a 
stacked field that includes 
champions from racing se-
ries all over the world.
This year, the group includes 
Busch, who wrapped up his 
second NASCAR title less 
than six weeks ago. 
He's driving for Aim Vasser 
Sullivan in the stacked GTD 
class — at 18 entries that 
class has the most in the 
field — and drew the big-
gest crowds Friday as he 
prepped for his first stint in 
the car. Busch had one day 
of simulator work with Ro-
lex teammate Jack Hawk-
sworth before the test and 
recognized quickly what 
he needs to work on to be 
ready for the Jan. 25 race. 
"I've got my NASCAR driv-
ing techniques just embed-
ded in my brain and I've 
got to get rid of those a 
little bit more and get more 
accustomed to what this 
car can take and what the 
driving techniques are," he 
said. 
Because the Vasser Sullivan 
team races in a lower class, 
Busch will not be in con-
tention for the overall vic-
tory. He will also be mired in 
traffic, potentially at night, 
stuck behind slower cars pi-

loted by drivers with far less 
experience. Busch brought 
his regular spotter from 
NASCAR to assist, but can't 
realistically gauge the dif-
ficulties he may face until 
race time. 
For now, he has to figure 
out the anti-lock braking 
system, which is foreign to 
his regular car. 
"I am used to our big, heavy 
stock cars where you have 
to start the slow down pro-
cess way early, and the 
braking zone is forever 
and by the time you turn 
in you've got to be off the 
brakes, otherwise the inside 
wheels will lock up," Busch 
said. "Completely different 
techniques with these cars. 
You can just drive the snot 
out of them, you can just 
throw it off the corner as 
far as you feel like you can 
get in there and stomp the 
pedal as hard as you think 
your leg will allow you to do 
it." 
Even out of his element, in a 
new car and a different se-
ries, Busch remained both 
demanding and exact in 
how he likes his car to feel. 
During an early debrief, he 
"suggested we get a little 
softer and they said 'We're 
as soft as we can get,' and 
I said 'Well, that ain't soft 
enough.'" 
His debut in the Rolex, 
the unofficial opener of 

the racing season, will be 
closely watched but this 
race is rich in story lines.
Wayne Taylor Racing is 
the defending race win-
ning team but returned 
only two members (Renger 
van der Zande and Kamui 
Kobayashi) to its four-man 
roster. 
Alonso won't be back amid 
speculation he will return 
to the Indianapolis 500 
this year and has been re-
placed by five-time Indy-
Car champion Scott Dixon. 
Dixon became available 
when Chip Ganassi shut 
down his sports car team at 
the end of last season be-
cause Ford ended its pro-
gram. 
Taylor also hired Ryan Bris-
coe, a former Rolex winner 
for Ganassi, to drive for the 
team full-time as a replace-
ment for Taylor's son, who 
earned a factory-backed 
job with Corvette Racing 
this season. The decision to 
leave his father was difficult 
for Jordan Taylor, but an 
opportunity he could not 
turn down. 
The Taylor team in its Ca-
dillac will compete for 
the overall win against 
Mazda Team Joest, which 
this week announced for-
mer Indianapolis 500 win-
ner Ryan Hunter-Reay will 
be part of the lineup, and 
Acura Team Penske, which 

is seeking its first Rolex vic-
tory in three tries since Rog-

er Penske returned to the 
series.  Juan Pablo Mon-
toya and Dane Cameron 
teamed to give Penske the 
overall IMSA championship 
this past year, and they've 
got reigning Indy 500 win-
ner Simon Pagenaud on 
their team this year. The 
second Penske car of Helio 
Castroneves and Ricky Tay-
lor will be joined by Alexan-
der Rossi, another Indy 500 
winner. 
"When you drive for Rog-
er, the goal is to win every 
race, every time out," Mon-
toya said. "So the pressure 
is there."
The event also features 
18-year-old Hailie Deegan, 
a rising star in motorsports 
recently named a devel-
opment driver with Ford 
Performance. She will run 
select sports car events 
in the IMSA Michelin Pilot 
Challenge this season and 
turned her first laps with 
teammate Chase Briscoe 
on Friday.q

Kyle Busch heads to his garage during testing for the upcoming Rolex 24 hour auto race at 
Daytona International Speedway, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020, in Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Associated Press

Houston Hogg, helped integrate 
SEC at Kentucky, dies at 71

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — 
Houston Hogg, one of 
four African-American 
football players at Ken-
tucky who helped break 
the Southeastern Confer-
ence color line in the late 
1960s, has died. He was 
71.
The school announced 
Friday that Hogg died in 
Owensboro, Kentucky. 
The former Wildcats run-
ning back and defensive 
back entered Kentucky 
with Wilbur Hackett in 
1967, a year after Nate 

Northington and Greg 
Page arrived in Lexington 
to become the first black 
players to enroll at an 
SEC school. Hogg played 
freshman football that 
season, when Northing-
ton made his historic var-
sity debut for the Wildcats 
on Sept. 23, 1967, and 
played his first SEC game 
a week later against Mis-
sissippi. Northington's SEC 
debut came a day after 
Page died from a neck in-
jury sustained in practice 
that summer.q

In this Sept. 22, 2016, file photo, from left, Mel Page, 
representing his brother Greg Page; Nate Northington; Wilbur 
Hackett; and Houston Hogg pose after statues of them were 
unveiled at the University of Kentucky in Lexington. 

Associated Press
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Co-creator defends suspected UAE spying app called ToTok

In this Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2019 photo, Giacomo Ziani, the co-founder of the app ToTok, speaks to 
The Associated Press in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

Associated Press 

By JON GAMBRELL 
ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — If the pop-
ular ToTok video and voice 
calling app is a spying tool 
of the United Arab Emir-
ates, that's news to its co-
creator.
Giacomo Ziani defended 
his work in an interview with 
The Associated Press and 
said he had no knowledge 
that people and compa-
nies linked to the project 
had ties to the country's 
intelligence apparatus, de-
spite a recent report in The 
New York Times.
Millions downloaded the 
ToTok app during the sever-
al months it was available 
in the Apple and Google 
stores. Its surge in popular-
ity was likely driven by the 
fact that it allowed users 
to make internet calls that 
have long been banned 
in the UAE, a U.S.-allied na-
tion where the largest city is 
Dubai.
The ban means Apple 
iPhones and computers 
sold in the UAE do not carry 
Apple's FaceTime calling 
app. Calls on Skype, What-
sApp and other similar pro-
grams do not work.
Ziani, a 32-year-old na-
tive of Venice, Italy, said 
ToTok won rapid approval 
from UAE telecommunica-
tions regulators, something 
long sought by established 
competitors that remain 
banned. He attributed that 
decision to the monopoly 
on the telecom market 
held by two companies 
that are majority-owned 
by the government. ToTok's 
small market share, he said, 
would not cut as deeply 
into their business as major 
firms if allowed access.
In this nation of 9.4 mil-
lion people where all but 
a sliver of the population 
comes from another coun-
try, ToTok represented what 
appeared to be the first 
government-blessed app 
that would allow them to 
connect freely to loved 
ones back home. That 
drew everyone from labor-
ers to diplomatic staffers to 
download it amid a pub-
licity campaign by state-
linked and government-
supporting media in the 
Emirates.
Ziani denied that the com-

pany collected conversa-
tion data, saying the soft-
ware demanded the same 
access to devices as other 
common communication 
apps. Emirati authorities 
insisted that they "prohibit 
any kind of data breach 
and unlawful interception."
But this federation of seven 
sheikhdoms ruled by he-
reditary leaders already 
conducts mass surveillance 
and has been  internation-
ally criticized for targeting 
activists, journalists and oth-
ers. Ziani repeatedly said he 
knew nothing about that, 
nor had any knowledge 
that a firm invested in ToTok 
included staff with ties to 
an Emirati security firm scru-
tinized abroad for hiring for-
mer CIA and National Se-
curity Agency staffers.
He also said he did not 
know about alleged ties 
linking companies involved 
with ToTok to Sheikh Tahn-
oun bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
the Emirates' national secu-
rity adviser.
"I was not aware, and I'm 
even not aware now of 
who was who, who was do-
ing what in the past," Ziani 
said.
By installing the app, users 
agreed to allow access to 
their mobile device's mi-
crophone, pictures, loca-
tion information and other 
data.
"By using this app, you're 

allowing your life to be 
opened up to the whims of 
national security as seen by 
the UAE government," said 
Bill Marczak, a computer 
science researcher at the 
University of California, 
Berkley, who has studied 
ToTok and other suspected 
Emirati spying operations. 
"In this case, you're essen-
tially having people install 
the spyware themselves as 
opposed to hacking into 
the phone."
An American diplomat, 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss secu-
rity matters, said local em-
bassy and consular staff 
received orders to remove 
the app from all U.S. gov-
ernment devices. That was 
only after the Times, citing 
anonymous U.S. officials, 
described the app as a 
"spying tool" of the Emirati 
government.
Ziani alleged, without pro-
viding evidence, that criti-
cism of ToTok came more 
from professional jealousy 
and U.S.-China trade ten-
sions than security con-
cerns.
ToTok described itself on 
Apple as coming from de-
veloper Breej Holding Ltd. 
and on Google as being 
from ToTok Pte., a Singa-
pore-based firm.
Both ToTok and Breej Hold-
ing Ltd. had been regis-
tered in a publicly acces-

sible online database of 
companies operating out 
of the Abu Dhabi Global 
Market, an economic free 
zone set up in the Emi-
rati capital. After suspicions 
emerged about ToTok, re-
cords of the two firms no 
longer appeared online.
Following an inquiry about 
the firms from an AP jour-
nalist, their information re-
appeared Tuesday night 
in the database. Market 
spokeswoman Joan Lew 
blamed a "data migration" 
problem for their disap-
pearance.
Information from that da-
tabase shows ToTok's sole 
registered shareholder as 
Group 42, a new Abu Dha-
bi firm that describes itself 
as an artificial intelligence 
and cloud-computing 
company. Ziani said ToTok 
has another substantial in-
vestor he declined to iden-
tify.
Also known as G42, the 
company's CEO is Peng 
Xiao, who for years ran 
Pegasus, a subsidiary of 
DarkMatter, an Emirati se-
curity firm under scrutiny for 
hiring former CIA and NSA 
staffers, as well as others 
from Israel.
"G42 has no connection to 
DarkMatter, whatsoever," 
the company told AP in 
a statement. It did not re-
spond to further queries.
G42's sole director listed in 

Abu Dhabi Global Market 
filings is Hamad Khalfan 
al-Shamsi, whom Marczak 
identified as the public re-
lations manager of the of-
fice of Abu Dhabi Sheikh 
Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Na-
hyan. Sheikh Tahnoun is a 
brother to Sheikh Moham-
med bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
the powerful crown prince 
of Abu Dhabi who has run 
the country from day-to-
day since its president, 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, suffered a stroke 
in January 2014.
Sheikh Tahnoun has served 
as the UAE's national secu-
rity adviser since 2016. The 
sheikh's adopted son, Has-
san al-Rumaithi, is the sole 
director of Breej Holding 
Ltd., Marczak said, citing 
market filings.
Similarly, an executive at 
Sheikh Tahnoun's company 
Royal Group, Osama al-
Ahdali, is the sole director 
of ToTok Technology Ltd., 
Marczak said.
Royal Group did not re-
spond to a request for com-
ment, nor did Emirati offi-
cials, Apple and Google. 
For now, Ziani said he is 
focused on getting ToTok 
back into the Apple and 
Google app stores. He 
mentioned plans to have 
ToTok become like China's 
all-encompassing app We-
Chat, handling payments, 
social media posts and oth-
er high-frequency activities. 
G42 appears to already 
have filed paperwork for a 
possible payment compa-
ny in Abu Dhabi.
That could create an Emi-
rati version of WeChat, a 
service used by more than 
1 billion people in which 
Chinese government offi-
cials routinely censor posts. 
Dissidents suspect it of al-
lowing surveillance.
Ziani insisted a former NSA 
hacker named Patrick War-
dle, who analyzed ToTok, 
said the app "simply does 
what it claims to do."
However, Ziani ignored the 
next sentence in Wardle's 
analysis, which described 
"the genius of the whole 
mass surveillance opera-
tion" the app could repre-
sent by offering "in-depth 
insight" into '"a large per-
centage of the country's 
population."q
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Oil prices surge, stocks slip after US kills Iranian general

In this Dec. 11, 2019, file photo trader Michael Urkonis, left, and specialist Anthony Matesic work 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange.

Associated Press

By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press
Stocks fell on Wall Street in 
afternoon trading Friday 
and oil prices surged  after 
U.S. forces in Iraq killed a 
top Iranian general. 
Financial stocks were 
among the biggest declin-
ers as investors bought up 
U.S. government bonds, 
sending their yields lower. 
Technology stocks , health 
care companies and air-
lines also took heavy losses 
as the market pulled back 
from record highs. 
Several energy stocks 
rose as the price of U.S. oil 
headed higher. Defense 
contractors also notched 
gains. 
Benchmark U.S. crude was 
up $1.50, or 2.5%, to $62.69 
per barrel. It had been 
up 3.6% earlier in the day. 
Brent crude, used to price 
international oils, moved 
$2.02 higher to $68.27 per 
barrel.
The selling followed a broad 
decline in markets overseas 
following news that Gen. 
Qassem Soleimani, head of 

Iran's elite Quds Force, was 
killed in an air attack at the 
Baghdad international air-
port early Friday. 
President Donald Trump 
said the attack was or-
dered because Soleimani 

was plotting to kill many 
Americans. The strike marks 
a major escalation in the 
conflict between Washing-
ton and Iran, as Iran vowed 
"harsh retaliation" for the 
killing of the senior military 

leader. 
The price of gold, which 
investors buy in times of un-
certainty as a safe haven 
of value, was up 1.5% at 
$1,551 per ounce.
The sell-off erased most of 

the benchmark S&P 500 in-
dex's gains for the week. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was down 0.4% as of 
1:11 p.m. Eastern time. The 
Dow Jones Industrial Aver-
age lost 160 points, or 0.6%, 
to 28,708. The index briefly 
dropped 368 points.
The Nasdaq dropped 0.4% 
and the Russell 2000 index 
of smaller company stocks 
gave up 0.2%. 
BOND YIELDS: Bond prices 
rose. The yield on the 10-
year Treasury fell to 1.80% 
from 1.88% late Thursday, a 
big move. 
Lower bond yields bring 
down the interest rates 
that banks charge for mort-
gages and other consumer 
loans, making them less 
profitable. That prompted 
a sell-off in bank shares. 
JPMorgan slid 0.7%, Bank 
of America dropped 1.6% 
and Citigroup lost 1%.
TURBULENCE: Airlines 
slumped as oil prices rose. 
American Airlines Group 
dropped 3.7%, United Air-
lines Holdings slid 2% and 
Delta Air Lines lost 1.9%.q

Federal Reserve last month saw a declining risk of recession

In this Dec. 11, 2019, file photo Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell arrives to speak at a news 
conference after the Federal Open Market Committee meeting in Washington. 

Associated Press

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER 
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Federal Reserve's policy-
making committee saw 
much less risk of recession 
at its meeting last month, 
when it kept interest rates 
steady after three straight 
cuts and signaled that it ex-
pected to keep low rates 
unchanged through this 
year.
Minutes of the December 
meeting, released Friday, 
showed that Fed officials 
supported keeping rates 
in a low range of 1.5% to 
1.75% to cushion the U.S. 
economy from slow glob-
al growth and the Trump 
administration's trade ten-
sions. Officials were also 
concerned that inflation 
still hadn't reached the 
Fed's target level of 2%.
Still, many Fed policymak-
ers said at the Dec. 10-11 
meeting that the risks of a 
U.S.-China trade war had 
diminished along with the 
probability of a disruptive 
Brexit. The meeting oc-
curred two days before 

the Trump administration 
and Beijing reached a pre-
liminary trade deal, though 
press reports had already 
suggested that an agree-
ment was near.
At their meeting last month, 
Fed officials noted that the 

U.S. economy was "show-
ing resilience" despite the 
trade fights and a weak 
global economy, the min-
utes said. A rise in long-term 
rates also "suggested that 
the likelihood of a recession 
occurring over the medium 

term had fallen noticeably 
in recent months."
Since last month's meet-
ing, though, tensions have 
escalated in the Middle 
East as the United States 
has struck Iranian forces in 
Iraq. On Friday, stocks sank 

on Wall Street and oil prices 
jumped after U.S. forces 
in Iraq killed a top Iranian 
general.
Yet many analysts say high-
er oil prices could potential-
ly benefit the U.S. economy 
because of the sharp in-
crease in the past decade 
in U.S. oil production. High-
er oil prices encourage en-
ergy companies to invest 
in more drilling wells, which 
boosts demand for steel 
pipe and other equipment 
from U.S. factories, and 
creates jobs. Those trends 
increasingly offset the drag 
on consumer spending ex-
erted by higher gas prices.
Though the Fed's policy-
making committee voted 
unanimously last month in 
favor of keeping rates un-
changed, several members 
voiced concerns about the 
long-term impact of very 
low rates.
Keeping rates so low could 
fuel excessive risk-taking on 
Wall Street, a few partici-
pants warned, which could 
lead to dangerous asset 
bubbles. q
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Mother Goose & Grimm

Baby Blues

Zits

Conceptis Sudoku

Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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HEALTH

San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Women in Difficulties
Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

CRUISES

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

January 5
Club Med 2
January 7
norwegian Epic/ 
adventure of the Seas/ Eurodam  

Oranjestad: 
Trupiaal  Tel. 583 8560
San Nicolas:
San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

IMSAN 24 Hours
Tel.524 8833

TIME SHARE FOR SALE
Golf Studio week 50 2/12/20
25 wks left unit 2314 $2800
and Studio rm 128
divi dutch  Village $1995 or BO
divi Village wks 17 Studio 4/25
24 weeks left  $1800 BO
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
_________________________________212138

TIME SHARE FOR RENT
Paradise Villas X-mas 
$850 also Bonaire Fliming 
Beach 12/21/28 $625  Studio 
for sale divi Golf rm 4201 
wk 35 8/29 - 25 wks left $1998 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
_________________________________212138

In this Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020 
photo, Gerald Ford embraces 
his dog Neo, a French bulldog, 
at the Small Animal Hospital in 
Gainesville, Fla. 

Associated Press

Christmas miracle for Florida 
dog whose heart stopped
Associated Press
GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) — A 
Florida man was hoping for 
a Christmas miracle when 
his dog was attacked by 
another animal, and a 
team of veterinarians pro-
vided it.
The heart of Gerald Ford's 
1-year-old French bulldog 
Neo stopped beating fol-
lowing the attack on Christ-
mas Eve. In a rare occur-
rence, veterinarians at the 
University of Florida College 
of Veterinary Medicine 
were able to revive Neo.
Research suggests that 
animals whose hearts have 
given out live full, healthy 
lives only 5% percent of the 
time.
"Typically when an ani-
mal passes and comes 
back, they have to be on 
a mechanical ventilator, 
a breathing machine," Dr. 
Bobbi Conner, a University 
of Florida professor and vet 
specializing in emergency 
medicine  told The Gaines-
ville Sun.
Ford had let Neo outside 
on Christmas Eve to do 
his business on his 12-acre 
property in White Springs, 

Florida, a rural area be-
tween Jacksonville and Tal-
lahassee.
Ford said he found it odd 
when Neo didn't come 
back, but he left the front 
door to his home open a 
crack so Neo could let him-
self in. In the middle of the 
night, Ford said he heard 
a thud on the front porch 
and opened the door to 
see Neo covered in bite 
marks and losing blood.q
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Tania Grgurich, left, clinical associate professor of diagnostic 
imaging at Quinnipiac University, sits with Ariana DiPietrantonio, 
a senior radiology student, at Quinnipiac University's Center for 
Medicine, Nursing and Health Sciences, Friday, Jan. 3, 2020, in 
North Haven, Conn. 

Associated Press

Tests begin on 
bones that may be 
Revolutionary War soldiers
NORTH HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 
— A university laboratory 
began tests Friday on skele-
tal remains found beneath 
an 18th century home in 
the hopes of identifying the 
three people believed to 
be soldiers killed during the 
Revolutionary War.
In December, while hom-
eowners were renovating 
their house in Ridgefield, 
the remains were discov-
ered in a grave under the 
foundation. 
"These bones are so robust, 
they're dense, they're thick 
with muscle attachments 
(and) they're long," said 
Nick Bellantoni, emeritus 
state archaeologist of the 
Connecticut Museum of 
Natural History. "Who ex-
actly they are, we are hop-
ing the forensic work will 
show." While much remains 
unknown, researchers be-
lieve the remains belonged 
to men and possibly date 
to the Battle of Ridgefield, 
which occurred in April 
1777. The way the men 
were buried in a haphaz-
ard grave also lends cred-
ibility to the idea that they 
were victims of the Battle 

of Ridgefield. 
"They're actually laying on 
top of each other over-
lapped," Bellantoni said. 
If confirmed, Bellantoni said 
that would make them the 
first remains from a Revolu-
tionary War soldier recov-
ered in Connecticut.
Bellantoni said the medical 
examiner quickly suspect-
ed the bones were very old 
because older bones tend 
to have less organic matter 
and start to flake over time. 
Copper buttons found with 
the remains could indicate 
they belonged to militia-
men.
While researchers suspect 
they might be soldiers, they 
don't know if they might be 
British or American. 
The bones are being ana-
lyzed at Quinnipiac Univer-
sity's Center for Medicine, 
Nursing and Health Sci-
ence in North Haven. 
Jaime Ullinger, director of 
anthropology at the univer-
sity, said they are starting to 
conduct X-ray analysis on 
the bones to help examine 
parts of the skeleton that 
have deteriorated over 
time.q

In this Wednesday, Nov. 20, 2019 photo, synthetic frogs from Syndaver Labs sits in a tray during a 
biology class at J.W. Mitchell High School in New Port Richey, Fla. 

Associated Press 

Fake frogs in school dissections 
eliminate gross-out-factor
By TAMARA LUSH 
NEW PORT RICHEY, Fla. (AP) 
— It's a rite of passage in 
schools across the U.S.: frog 
dissection.
Sometimes it happens in 
middle school, sometimes 
in high school. Feelings 
about the lesson are gen-
erally summed up in one 
word: gross. The frogs are 
slimy and greenish-grey, 
and they stink because 
they're pickled in formalde-
hyde.
One Florida high school 
recently tried to eliminate 
the gross-out factor by us-
ing fake, yet highly realis-
tic, frogs. The school and 
the company that makes 
the synthetic frogs — not 
to mention animal rights 
groups like PETA — hope 
this will change how dissec-
tions are handled in class-
rooms across the country.
"The experience is all about 
understanding the rela-
tionship between organs, 
what they look like, what 
they feel like," said Chris 
Sakezles, the founder and 
CEO of Syndaver Labs, a 
Tampa company that also 
makes synthetic human 
cadavers and other life-like 
human and animal body 
parts. "We do that without 
the ethical concerns about 
having to kill an animal. 
Without exposing them to 
biohazards."
J.W. Mitchell High School in 

New Port Richey was, ac-
cording to PETA and school 
officials, the first in the world 
to try out the new technol-
ogy. The school sits about a 
half hour north of Tampa, 
where Syndaver's labs are 
located, and the partner-
ship started not with a frog, 
but a bunny.
School Principal Jessica 
Schultz had brought her 
pet rabbit to a veterinar-
ian who happened to also 
work with Syndaver. They 
got to talking about frog 
dissection and the com-
pany's work with synthetic 
animals for veterinary stu-
dents. Eventually, Schultz 
brought some of her stu-
dents to Syndaver and 
they created lesson plans 
around the synthetic frogs.
In late November, her stu-
dents dissected the first of 
the fake frogs. They cut the 
skin and extracted the an-
atomically correct organs.
"Kids went to town, to be 
quite honest," said Schultz. 
"We had kids that literally 
deboned the fake frogs."
Said Miah Ulibarri, a 
17-year-old junior: "I was 
actually scared to cut it be-
cause I kept thinking about 
cutting into a real frog."
Ulibarri started the year 
knowing she'd have to dis-
sect something for her fo-
rensic science class, and 
she wasn't looking forward 
to it. Students could opt 

out, Schultz said, and many 
often did during the dissec-
tion day.
"Just let the animal be," Uli-
barri said. "Why kill them on 
purpose to dissect them?"
Another student, 17-year-
old senior Nail Koney-Lar-
yea, said the frogs had a 
startlingly realistic look and 
feel to them. They were still 
slimy, and a squeeze of the 
leg yields a fragile bone in-
side. When kids cut inside 
the breastbone and stom-
ach, they were able to see 
individual organs. Unlike 
real frogs, the delicate or-
gan tissue didn't dissolve 
and explode.
"If you blindfolded me be-
fore I touched it, I wouldn't 
be able to tell the differ-
ence," said Koney-Laryea, 
who noted that several 
students had opted out of 
dissecting fetal pigs, frogs, 
and rats in previous class-
es due to moral disagree-
ments with cutting open an 
animal that was once alive.
Schultz said no students 
opted out of the dissection 
unit with the fake frog. 
"We have to find ways to 
engage students with more 
interactive lessons and 
more relevant material," 
she said. 
The barrier to widespread 
use of fake frogs could be 
the cost: Each frog is about 
$150, and PETA helped 
fund part of this project.q
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As lights dance Sensorio artist sees nature, people interact
By JOHN ROGERS 
Associated Press
PASO ROBLES, Calif. (AP) — 
It's an art installation, sure. 
But the internationally ac-
claimed artist who created 
the interactive work "Field 
of Light at Sensorio" in Cali-
fornia sees it as much more 
than that. 
It is, says Bruce Munro, a 
conduit of sorts allowing its 
viewer to better commune 
with nature when taking in 
"Sensorio's" 58,000 shimmer-
ing, flower-like lights that 
have been painstakingly 
installed over 15 acres (6 
hectares) of pristine pas-
ture in the heart of central 
California wine country. 
"I don't want to sound like 
some kind of ancient hip-
pie because I'm not," the 
60-year-old British artist says 
with a laugh as he discuss-
es his latest — and largest 
— light exhibition. 
 When the sun sets behind 
the rolling hills on the edge 
of the small picturesque 
town of Paso Robles, and 
the lights come on, Munro 
says he senses a kind of 
tranquil peace settling over 
the hundreds of people 
who come each night to 
walk the hills and valleys 
bathed in his creation's 
gentle but colorful illumina-
tion. 
"It almost is a lens to see the 
landscape that you're in," 
he said. "The landscape — 

nature — really does help 
us find a balance in our 
lives
"We all are leading incred-
ibly busy lives," he contin-
ues. "Busier than ever and 
with more screen time. And 
this is really an opportunity 
to get off screen, to get 
back into the real world. 
You know, to smell the cut 
grass, the fresh air. ... Or 
whatever. And be a part 
of it."
Munro has been putting 
up light-centric installa-
tions around the world for 
15 years and is sometimes 
compared to the envi-
ronmental artist Christo, 

whose most famous work is 
likely "Running Fence," the 
25 miles (40 kilometers) of 
colorful fabric he and his 
late wife and fellow artist, 
Jeanne-Claude, stretched 
from central California to 
the Pacific Ocean in the 
1970s. 
Munro's "Field of Light" 
works vary in appearance 
from sculptures to garden 
rooms to everyday objects 
that reflect light. His most 
famous, at least until now, 
is likely "Field of Light at Ulu-
ru," located in the red rock 
desert of Australia, a region 
considered sacred to the 
aboriginal people. 

Fourteen years in the plan-
ning, it opened in 2016 for 
a brief run that has since 
been extended indefinite-
ly. 
It is similar to "Sensorio" but 
smaller, made up of 50,000 
colorful, solar-powered 
twinkling orbs. The artist in-
sists that had nothing to do 
with his trying to outdo him-
self by putting his largest 
work to date in California.
"Size is relevant to the land-
scape it inhabits," he said. "I 
don't put lights in to make 
bigger and bigger installa-
tions."
At "Sensorio," viewers see 
lights from numerous per-

spectives, including above 
and below, as they stroll 
the dirt paths bathed in 
softly lit colors. The result is 
a feeling of immersion in a 
world of quiet yet beautiful 
tranquility. 
 The exhibition, initially 
scheduled to close in Janu-
ary, has been extended 
through June, as its spon-
sors say more than 110,000 
people from 41 countries 
have flocked to see it. Eve-
ning viewings often sell out 
ahead of time.
When it does close, Munro 
says, future visitors will hard-
ly know it was there. 
"Part of the reason we 
wanted to do solar is be-
cause there is no infrastruc-
ture that needs to be dug 
in," he said. "Ëverything is 
on the surface. When its 
time does go to disappear, 
and the landscape comes 
back, the existing land-
scape or something else 
that goes there, its footprint 
will be very minimal."
Meantime, the artist will 
move on to his next proj-
ect. He's been busy sketch-
ing out something called 
"C-Scales," in which he 
hopes to create an image 
of the ocean "shedding its 
scales" into the air through 
the reflection of light upon 
thousands of old CDs and 
DVDs. He says the idea was 
inspired by gazing at Aus-
tralia's Sydney Harbor. q

This Dec. 21, 2019 photo shows the entrance an art instillation by artist Bruce Munro, made up of 
58,000 shimmering flower-like lights in the rolling hills of Paso Robles, Calif., called the "Field of 
Light at Sensorio."

Associated Press

‘On the Farm Again’ Woman makes hay replica of Willie Nelson
Associated Press
HUDDLESTON, Va. (AP) — 
Country singer Willie Nel-
son frequently sings about 
traveling and seeing things 
he may never see again.
Chances are he had nev-
er before encountered a 
15-foot-tall hay sculpture 
of himself — guitar and 
iconic pigtail braids in-
cluded — like the one a 
Virginia woman recently 
created.
Huddleston native Beth 
Bays has been making gi-
ant hay bale sculptures 
for the last eight years. 
Her most memorable ones 
include characters from 
"The Wizard of Oz" and the 
Virginia Tech Hokie bird 
mascot. 

But her latest work, "Will-
Hay Nelson," really struck 
a chord in the community 
upon its debut in Novem-
ber, Bays told news outlets.
"This one seems to be ev-
eryone's favorite by far," 
Bays said. "My cousin 
joked that I might have to 
quit now because I'll never 
be able to top this."
Bays owns Buckscrape 
Farms and started making 
the sculptures as part of a 
hay bale decorating con-
test. The contest ended 
a few years ago but Bays 
continues to create new 
sculptures each year for 
the community. 
Bays said Will-Hay Nelson 
was easier to assemble 
than some of her past 

sculptures but was more 
difficult in terms of details, 
The News & Advance re-
ported. She said she used 
chicken wire to make 
the arms and the guitar is 
made of Styrofoam. 
"I also had to make a 
nose out of chicken wire 
because Willie has a very 
prominent nose and I 
wanted to get that right," 
Bays said.
Bays said every year the 
community gets together 
and sings songs related to 
the sculptures. This year lo-
cal musician Dave Owens 
switched up the lyrics to 
one of Nelson's songs. 
"I changed 'On the Road 
Again' to 'On the Farm 
Again,'" Owens said laugh-

ing. "It's always a good 
time."
Nelson saw the viral video 
of the performance and 

shared it on his Facebook 
page. Seems like the hay 
sculpture may always be 
on his mind.q

In this Tuesday, Dec. 3, 2019 photo, a hay bale sculpture 
called Will-Hay Nelson stands in a field on Tolers Ferry Road in 
Huddleston, Va. 

Associated Press
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Study finds 2019 was a 'banner year' for female filmmakers
By JAKE COYLE 
Associated Press
NEW YORK (AP) — Lulu 
Wang, Lorene Scafaria, 
Melina Matsoukas and Gre-
ta Gerwig led Hollywood to 
a record year for women in 
the director's chair. In 2019, 
women directed more of 
the most popular movies 
than any year before. 
Women directed 12 of 
2019's top 100-grossing 
films in 2019, according to 
a study released Thursday 

by USC Annenberg Inclu-
sion Initiative. That percent-
age of female filmmakers, 
10.6%, is greater than re-
searchers have recorded 
before, suggesting that 
some measure of change 
is finally coming to a film 
industry where inequality 
behind the camera has re-
mained stubbornly persis-
tent. 
It's the most meaningful in-
crease in several decades 
for female directors. De-

spite mounting outcry, the 
rate of female directors 
helming Hollywood's top 
productions has long been 
largely stagnant. The pre-
vious high in USC's annual 
study was 8%, in 2008. In 
2018, only 4.5% of the year's 
top films were directed by 
women.
"This is the first time we have 
seen a shift in hiring prac-
tices for female film direc-
tors in 13 years," said Stacy 
L. Smith, one of the study's 
authors. "One notable rea-
son for this jump in 2019 was 
that Universal Pictures had 
five films with women direc-
tors at the helm in the top 
100 movies. Yet there is still 
much more progress need-
ed to reach parity for wom-
en behind the camera."

The high-profile success of 
several films had already 
made 2019 a historic one 
for women. Those include 
Wang's "The Farewell," one 
of the year's most popular 
indie releases, Scafaria's 
acclaimed "Hustlers" ($105 
million domestically), Mat-
soukas' "Queen & Slim" 
($40.7 million) and Ger-
wig's "Little Women," which 
last week opened strongly 
with $29 million in its first five 
days of release.
"Frozen II," with $1.2 billion 
in worldwide ticket sales, is 
close to setting a new box-
office record for a movie 
directed by a woman. Jen-
nifer Lee, who co-directed 
the film, set the record with 
the first "Frozen" film. In 2018, 
Lee became the chief cre-

ative officer of Walt Disney 
Animation Studios.
Other notable films includ-
ed Kasi Lemmons' "Harriet," 
Tina Gordon's "Little" and Jill 
Culton's "Abominable."
USC researchers singled 
out Universal Pictures, 
which put forward a slate 
of films with 26% directed 
by women. Universal is the 
only major studio with a fe-
male studio chief, Donna 
Langley. 
Netflix also fared well. 
While the streaming com-
pany's films largely bypass 
theaters — leaving them 
outside the study's param-
eters — 20% of Netflix's 2019 
movies were directed by 
women.
Paramount Pictures, how-
ever, hasn't released a 
movie directed by a wom-
an in the last five years. 
Four women of color di-
rected one of the top 100 
movies in 2019, though 
the overall statistics for un-
derrepresented directors 
dipped. Underrepresented 
filmmakers were behind 
16.8% of films in 2019, a de-
cline from last year's 21.4%, 
a record.
"While 2019 is a banner 
year for women, we will not 
be able to say there is true 
change until all women 
have access and oppor-
tunity to work at this level," 
said Smith.q

This image released by Sony Pictures shows, writer-director 
Greta Gerwig, left, and actress Meryl Streep on the set of "Little 
Women." 

Associated Press

Justin Bieber to launch docu-series 
on YouTube in January
By The Associated Press
Justin Bieber is launch-
ing a docu-series about 
creating his new album 
on YouTube, the platform 
where the singer originally 
got his start in music over 
a decade ago.
YouTube announced 
Tuesday that "Justin 
Bieber: Seasons" will de-
but Jan. 27. The 10-epi-
sode series will follow the 
pop star while he records 
his first new album since 
2015. Before releasing 
his debut song in 2009, 
Bieber gained popularity 
from posting his perfor-
mances of cover songs 
on YouTube.
"When I was getting start-

ed, YouTube provided 
me a platform and a 
community where I could 
share music, experiences 
and moments with my 
fans," Bieber said in a 
statement. "It feels great 
to partner with YouTube 
for this original documen-
tary series. I want my fans 
to be part of this journey."
Bieber, 25, will release a 
new song, "Yummy," on 
Friday. His most recent al-
bum was "Purpose," which 
features the hits "Sorry," 
"Love Yourself," "What Do 
You Mean?" and "Where 
Are U Now," a collabora-
tion with Diplo and Skrillex 
which won Bieber his first-
ever Grammy Award. q

This Nov. 22, 2015 file photo 
shows Justin Bieber at the 
American Music Awards in 
Los Angeles.

Associated Press
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T.S. Eliot letters to muse to be unveiled after 60 years
By CHRISTINA PACIOLLA 
Associated Press
 After  more than 60 years 
spent sealed up in a library 
storage facility, about 1,000 
letters written by poet T.S. El-
iot to confidante Emily Hale 
will be unveiled this week, 
and scholars hope they will 
reveal the extent of a rela-
tionship that's been specu-
lated about for decades.
Many consider Hale to not 
only be his close friend, 
but also his muse, and 
they hope their correspon-
dence will offer insight into 
the more intimate details 
about Eliot's life and work. 
Students, researchers and 
scholars can read the let-
ters at Princeton University 
Library starting Thursday.
"I think it's perhaps the liter-
ary event of the decade," 
says Anthony Cuda, an Eliot 
scholar and director of the 
T.S. Eliot International Sum-
mer School. "I don't know of 
anything more awaited or 
significant. It's momentous 
to have these letters com-
ing out."
Lifelong friends, Hale and 
Eliot exchanged letters for 
about 25 years beginning 
in 1930. The two met in 1912 
in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts, but did not rekindle 
their friendship until 1927. 
Eliot was already living in 
England and Hale taught 
drama at U.S. universities, 
including Scripps College in 
California.
In 1956, Hale donated the 

letters under an agreement 
they wouldn't be opened 
until 50 years after either 
her or Eliot's death, which-
ever came second. Eliot 
died in 1965. Hale died four 
years later.
Biographers say Eliot or-
dered Hale's letters to him 
to be burned. 
Their relationship "must 
have been incredibly im-
portant and their corre-

spondence must have 
been remarkably intimate 
for him to be so concerned 
about the publication," 
Cuda says.
T.S. Eliot was born in St. 
Louis, Missouri, in 1888 and 
gained notoriety as a poet 
early in life. He was only 26 
when "The Love Song of J. 
Alfred Prufrock" became 
his first professionally pub-
lished poem. 

Eliot's 1939 book of whimsi-
cal poetry, "Old Possum's 
Book of Practical Cats," 
was adapted into "Cats," 
the award-winning musical 
by Andrew Lloyd Webber. 
The play opened in London 
first in 1981 and then on 
Broadway the next year. It 
was then turned into a fea-
ture film starring an ensem-
ble cast that includes Judi 
Dench and James Corden 

just released in December.
His best known works in-
clude "The Waste Land," 
"The Hollow Men" and "Four 
Quartets." 
The first poem in the "Quar-
tets" series, called "Burnt 
Norton," piques the interest 
of enthusiasts of the poet, 
says Eliot scholar Frances 
Dickey, because of lines 
that suggest missed op-
portunities and what might 
have been with his muse. 
The poem is named after a 
home in England that Eliot 
visited with Hale in 1934. 
"His relationship with her 
seems to be deep and 
meaningful and it's a door 
he chose not to open," she 
said. Dickey, who served as 
one of the editors on "The 
Complete Prose of T.S. Eliot", 
said the poet was deeply 
ashamed of his marriage 
to his first wife, Vivienne 
Haigh-Wood, whom he 
was with for more than 15 
years. Dickey said the let-
ters could reveal just how 
close he and Hale were 
and if the two ever consid-
ered marriage.
"Was this an epistolary ro-
mance they would carry 
across the Atlantic?" Dick-
ey said. "What role did she 
play in his emotional life?"
Eliot's letters to Hale began 
after that first marriage 
ended. Whatever else she 
was, Hale was a link to the 
life Eliot had left behind 
in the United States as a 
young man, Dickey said.q

In this Oct. 14, 2019, photo, letters between poet T.S. Eliot and longtime confidante Emily Hale are 
displayed in Princeton, N.J.

Associated Press

Josh Duhamel gets new contract to promote North Dakota
JAMES MacPHERSON 
Associated Press
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 
North Dakota will again 
enlist the help of Hollywood 
actor Josh Duhamel to 
help promote tourism in his 
home state.
North Dakota's tourism de-
partment confirmed Tues-
day to The Associated 
Press that the star of several 
"Transformers" movies will 
be paid $175,000 to be the 
face of the state's tourism 
campaign for the next two 
years. The state has had 
a contract with Duhamel 
since 2013 to help lure visi-
tors to North Dakota.
The contract extension that 
expires on Dec. 31, 2021, 

brings to more than $1 mil-
lion Duhamel has received 
from the state.
Duhamel is from Minot, a 
city in the northern part of 
the state that's about an 
hour's drive from the United 
States border with Canada.
The advertising campaign 
featuring Duhamel is a con-
tinuation of the North Da-
kota Legendary brand that 
was established in 2002 to 
help create more aware-
ness of the state.
Although North Dakota 
is one of the least-visited 
states in the U.S., tourism is 
the state's third-largest in-
dustry, behind energy and 
agriculture. The biggest 
draw is Theodore Roosevelt 

National Park in western 
North Dakota's badlands.
State Tourism Division Di-

rector Sara Otte Coleman 
is scheduled to unveil the 
new two-year advertis-

ing campaign next week, 
said Heather LeMoine, the 
agency's marketing man-
ager.
The previous $2.9 million 
campaign featured Du-
hamel doing everything 
from fishing and biking to 
attending college football 
and hockey games. Some 
also include his 6-year-old 
son Axl, whose mother is 
Black Eyed Peas singer 
Fergie. The campaign in-
cluded TV and print ads, as 
well as travel and hunting 
guides. 
Duhamel "has spotlighted 
the state that not many 
people know about," LeM-
oine said. "It has definitely 
paid off." q

In this March 13, 2018 file photo, Josh Duhamel arrives at a 
special screening of "Love, Simon" in Los Angeles.

Associated Press
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Slavery museum in Liverpool aims to confront painful legacy
By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press
LIVERPOOL, England (AP) — 
Scarlet shackles sit peace-
fully on display in front of 
a sad, gray backdrop. The 
now rusted leg irons once 
locked human ankles dur-
ing 18th century voyages 
from Africa to some Eu-
ropean port, then to the 
Americas. 
Who the shackles held re-
main a mystery. But as a 
citizen of the United States, 
I've likely broken bread with 
a descendant of the wom-
an forced to wear this in-
strument. Maybe my uncle 
fought alongside her kin in 
a war. Or it's possible one of 
her distant relatives is now 
be my relative. 
These are the thoughts I 
entertain recently while 
walking through the re-
flective International Slav-
ery Museum in Liverpool, 
England. Founded in 2007 
on the bicentenary of the 
abolition of the British slave 
trade, the museum sits just 
a short walk from the dry 
docks where slave trading 
ships were repaired and fit-
ted out in the 1700s. (And 
it's close by the The Beatles 
Story, the world's largest 
permanent exhibition pure-
ly devoted to the home-
town band.) Once a major 
slaving port, Liverpool grew 
thanks to merchants' finan-
cial ties to the enslavement 
of people to the Americas.
Today, the building tells the 
story of the enslavement 
of people from Africa and 
how this British city benefit-
ed from human bondage. 
The Liverpool location re-
claims a space once con-
nected to worldwide hu-

man suffering and is similar 
to O Mercado de Escra-
vos — the slavery museum 
in Lagos, Portugal, where 
the European slave trade 
began. But Liverpool's mu-
seum is much larger, more 
interactive, and more am-
bitious without being ex-
ploitative. 
Inside, visitors immediately 
are taken on a medita-
tive experience focusing 
on Africa before European 
contact. You are greeted 
by quotes of American 
abolitionists and civil rights 
leaders etched into stone 
walls before you see tra-
ditional masks from pres-
ent-day Sierra Leone and 
Mali. There are vibrant tex-
tiles from Ghana, intricate 
headdresses from Camer-

oon and samples of Igbo 
wall painting from Nigeria. 
You can listen to samples 
of drum signals from the 
Republic of Congo or a 
Mbuti hunting song. The 
messages are clear: before 
enslavement, Africa was a 
diverse and complex con-
tinent with long artistic and 
religious traditions. 
Next, visitors are whisked 
toward a room tackling 
enslavement and the bru-
tal Middle Passage. Racial 
ideologies and Europe's un-
familiarity with the cultures 
of Africa sparked the slave 
trade which grew once Eu-
ropean powers expanded 
to the Americas, the mu-
seum tells us. In this room, 
details of the voyage of the 
ship Essex are reconstruct-
ed. That's a slave ship that 
left Liverpool on June 13, 
1783, just nine years after 

the American Declaration 
of Independence. 
During the Middle Passage 
portion, visitors encounter 
shackles and chains used 
in forts and castles along 
the African coast to hold 
humans before their horrific 
journey. A small replica of 
a slave boat illustrates how 
captives were tossed into 
small compartments. Next 
to the ship are 18th-century 
whips and branding irons. 
Yes, these were used.
Then, there was resistance, 
liberation, and the long 
fight for civil rights. Surpris-
ing, I walked into an area 
dedicated to the African 
American heroes from Har-
riet Tubman to the Rev. 
Martin Luther King. Jr. and 
Malcolm X. U.S. news foot-
age from the 1950s and 
1960s illustrates how the 
descendants of those who 

crossed the Middle Pas-
sage had to fight for human 
rights and against violence 
amid white supremacy — 
the ideology that launched 
racialized slavery in the first 
place. There's also photos 
of the civil rights struggles 
in the United Kingdom 
from London's "Keep Britain 
White Rally" in 1960 to the 
Toxteth Riot of 1981 in Liv-
erpool over allegations of 
police harassment. 
The museum ends with a 
space for changing exhib-
its related to the themes 
around modern-day slav-
ery. During my visit in No-
vember, I encountered an 
exhibition called "Am I not 
a woman and a sister" — a 
moving image installation 
by England-based artist 
Elizabeth Kwant. She co-
created the project with 
female survivors of modern-
day slavery in partnership 
with Liverpool charity City 
Hearts. The project links cur-
rent human trafficking to 
the story out of the Middle 
Passage. 
In the U.S., journalist Nikole 
Hannah-Jones has sparked 
conversations about the 
legacy of slavery in that na-
tion's history with her inter-
active 1619 Project in The 
New York Times. It examines 
the 400th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first enslaved 
people from West Africa on 
the present-day America's 
eastern shore. The project 
challenges readers to con-
sider how their own lives 
have been shaped by the 
legacy of slavery and it is 
helping inspire activists in 
places like Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, to push for 
their own museum of black 
history. Walking by an in-
stallation of former slave 
and abolitionist Olaudah 
Equiano, I heard two young 
black women discussing 
the 1619 Project and how 
they didn't understand the 
criticism it faced for trying 
to reshape a narrative in 
the U.S. As we left the Equi-
ano sculpture, we stopped 
at a display of a 1920-era 
Ku Klux Klan robe and hood 
from Port Jervis, New York. 
But I could feel we were 
relieved the glass case sur-
rounding it protected us. 
We were safe for now.
But were we?q

In this Nov. 24, 2019 photo, a sculpture of former slave and later abolitionist writer Olaudah Equia-
no is displayed at the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool, England. 
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In this Nov. 24, 2019 photo, latex figures made in the 1940s de-
picting daily life in Jamaica in the sugar cane fields displayed at 
the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool, England.

Associated Press

In this Nov. 24, 2019 photo, a set of shackles used to hold en-
slaved Africans in forts and castles along the coast from Tamale, 
Ghana, are displayed at the International Slavery Museum in 
Liverpool, England.
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